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Talent Show Triumph for S1 Pupil

Presents, snow and
happiness”
Aulbany Clark S1

Winning act, Katrina Lawrie

By Zoe Mackenzie and
Madeline King, S1
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The Inverurie Academy Talent
Show returned on the 1st December with some first-time
ever performances and some
returning acts. Hosted by our
very own Josh MacRae, it
was an excellent time and
every act was excellent; I bet
it was a hard choice for our
judging panel of Mrs Richardson, Mr Cowie, Ms MacRae

and
Mr
Hamilton,
the latter
we will be
saying farewell to after
30 years at
Inverurie
Academy at
Christmas.
We
wish
him well in
his
well-earned
retirement!

‘Counting Stars’ by One Republic and Matthew Sorrie
returned for his second talent
show: in S1 he sang a piece
by Ollie Murs and this year
he played the guitar and Sang
‘Adam’s Song’ by Blink-182.

There were
many fantastic acts
this
year,
with some
returns and
some never seen before! Hallie and Anna
performed
the first ever gymnastic routine in Inverurie Academy Talent Show history; Katrina
Lawrie played ‘Riptide’ by
Vance Joy on the ukulele; Ellie Peters performed a song
and dance act, singing ‘Just
Gold’ by Mandopony; Eve Donovan sang ‘Nothing Holding
Me Back’ by Shawn Mendes;
Benjamin
Gibbs
sang

Katrina spoke with the Academy Star and told us, despite
her speechlessness, that winning the talent show was
“cool”, and that she’d been
dedicating every night leading up to show rehearsing.
It’s clear that Katrina was extremely delighted to win
after all the hard work she’d
put in.

All the acts were marvellous,
and it is undeniable that the
courage shown by these pupils is outstanding. In the end
Eve Donovan came in third
place, Benjamin Gibbs in second, and Katrina Lawrie came
in first place.

Well done to everyone who
took part and we hope to see
more amazing acts in the
next talent show!
By Blair Center and Sam
Weston, S5
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Santa’s Journey to London

Christmas Concert
Inverurie Academy’s Annual Christmas concert is taking place in the
Assembly hall on 19th of December at 7:00 pm. The concert will show
pupils performing in extra-curricular groups like the school’s Concert
band, String Orchestra, Brass ensemble, celtacad and Ukulele club and

On a snowy Christmas Eve Night,

There was Santa standing in the moonlight,
He knew this Christmas was going to be wonderful,
The sky was full of bright stars; it was beautiful.

Santa flew in the air on his sleigh,

other extra-curriculum groups in the school. Tickets are on sale for £6 for
adults and £4 for concessions. They can be bought from the creative arts
box office in the school (outside the art corridor, the top of the stairs outside the maths corridor) at 1.00—1.20 pm or they can be bought in the
school library. They are also on sale at Strachan’s Newsagents. Lucky
programmes will be on sale on the night and the winner will win a prize!
There will be refreshments which are mince pies and they are all included in your ticket price. We very much look forward to seeing you supporting all of our talented pupils at this year’s Christmas Concert.

As he looked down at the ledge of the sleigh
He saw hedgehogs huddling together for warmth,
ButSanta was really confused.

Santa must have hit the ground and hurt himself!
He was really dizzy,
If there is no Santa there is NO Christmas!

He needed to get back to his business
As happy as a dog, he continued his journey

Suddenly, he stood up and had an idea!
He smiled and smiled and smiled.

There was one hedgehog unaccompanied
It just looked so sad,
Every time Santa saw someone sad, he got mad.
Santa’s heart dropped.

He turned swiftly round
And returned for the lonely hedgehog.
A lovely pet for Mrs Claus
The hedgehog would never be alone again.

He carried on his with his journey to London
The sleigh dropped towards the snow below,

By Ife Akiode, S3

He saw snow glittering in the moonlight,

By Temi Akiode, S1

Suddenly his sleigh sank low, his reindeers as well.
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The sleigh fell and fell and fell.
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A Gift for Everyone!

Right Here, Right Now
People by emphasising the the Chamber and, despite
importance of the younger missing out on speaking mygenerations in society.
self, I was delighted to listen
As Aberdeenshire MSYPs, we to the compelling arguments
have relayed all of this infor- made by my colleagues.

It’s that time of year when you’re running around to get present! Here at the Academy Star
we’ve done the hard work for you!
By Ben Sharp and Luke Wraight, S2

Low-Cost
For the mum:

A box of chocolates, why not?

For the Dad:

Coffee mug with your name, you need some appreciation!

For the brother:

Music voucher, you know what they’re like!

For the sister:

Fashion shop voucher, girls will be girls!

In the month which includes
Rights Week and the anniversary of the Universal Declaration on Human Rights, I feel
that I would be failing in my
duties as your Member of
the Scottish Youth Parliament
if I did not mention the organisation’s current campaign and encourage all
young people to get involved.

Medium-cost
For the mum:

A fresh top, don't mind a change?

For the Dad:

Bar of Toblerone served with a chocolate shop voucher!

For the brother:

Brand new stationery set!

For the sister:

A nice dress, why not spoil her?
Higher Cost

For the mum:

New fitness clothing, we all need some encouraging!

For the Dad:

Chef’s apron, a gentle nudge!

For the brother:

Water dancing speakers, brighten up the room!

For the sister:

Fit bit flex 2 or fit bit ionic, MOVE IT, MOVE IT, MOVE IT!
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The SYP is currently undertaking its Right Here, Right
Now campaign, which aims
to promote young people’s
rights and allows for joint
working between participating organisations. Not only does this link with Inverurie Academy’s ambition to
become a Rights Respecting
School, but also promotes
the aims of the Year of Young

mation to numerous highranking individuals in Aberdeenshire Council, including
the Chief Executive, the Director of Education and Children’s Services and, most recently, the Education and
Children’s Services Committee. Watch this space for
rolling updates and additional information.
In other news, I have had an
eventful few months representing the young people of
Aberdeenshire East.
The 64th National Sitting of
the Scottish Youth Parliament
was held in late-October in
the hallowed halls of the
Scottish Parliament Building
in Edinburgh. There, the
democratically-elected voice
of Scotland’s young people
sat at the desks of our lawmakers and debated the issues which matte to you.
There were countless passionate speakers from across

On a more sombre note, I
was honoured to lay a
wreath at the Inverurie War
Memorial on Remembrance
Sunday and to convey the
heartfelt gratitude of my constituents to those who fell in
conflict.
As a newly-trained Year of
Young People 2018 Ambassador, I have met with partners
in Aberdeenshire Council and
in other organisations to discuss how we can deliver the
Year to communities across
the region.
Finally, I would like to wish
you all glad tidings for the
festive season and look forward to updating you on the
progress of the above projects – and more – in the
New Year.

By Josh MacRae MSYP
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I Would Rather Be a Rebel Than A Slave

On the 15th of November
2017, Higher History pupils
from Inverurie Academy travelled to Robert Gordon’s University, Aberdeen, for a lecture on the role of Suffragettes in the East and NorthEast on the Women’s
Suffrage movement. The lecture was held as part of the
National Lottery Heritage
Fund and was led by Professor Sarah Pedersen of RGU,
an expert on East Coast
Suffragettes. Several schools,
such as Kemnay Academy,
Robert Gordon’s College and
Albyn School also attended
the talk.
By 1900 there were only 69
women’s journalists in the
United Kingdom, with Caroline Phillips working for the
Daily Journal in Aberdeen;
she was the only women’s
journalist in the city. Women’s journalists in the 19th

and early 20th centuries were employed
primarily
for the ‘Women’s
Pages’, reporting
on the latest fashion and homeware
retailers but as the
women’s suffrage
campaign
emerged, the issue became a
frequent and prominent feature on these pages.

In 1907 Aberdeen’s own
James Bryce MP was appointed as British Ambassador to
the United States of America,
so a by-election had to take
place. Emmeline Pankhurst,
W.S.P.U founder, Teresa Billington-Greig, and Helen Fraser, all well-known leaders of
the Union, arrived at the
Y.M.C.A in the city to give a
speech. Pankhurst declared
that Suffragettes would be in
and around Aberdeen until
the vote took place; the
speech was met from laughter and heckling from the
crowd but she pressed on,
determined to deliver her
message.
The Suffragettes were true to
their word and the city soon
became a centre for Suffragette activity. Before the

spring was over the Aberdeen branch of the W.S.P.U
was founded, with Caroline
Phillips as the honorary secretary.
Phillips remained as a journalist until 1912 until she inherited the Station Hotel in
Banchory from her aunt. She
retired to Kintore from the
hotel in the 1940s and after
her death in 1956 at the age
of 85 she was buried in the
cemetery there.
Our trip concluded with an
exhibition at the entrance to
the building we were in, and
we all got a chance to read
about Caroline Phillips, her
colleagues and their work. It
was interesting to know that
these truly inspiring women
such as Phillips and Fraser,
Billington-Greig and the
Pankhursts all walked the
streets that we walk often
and stood and campaigned
where we now congregate,
many of us without a thought
as to what historical event
may have taken place on that
very spot. I suppose the reality is, history can happen anywhere.
By Blair Center, S5
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Tapadh Leat Continues their Good Work
much to our school. They created 6 snow globes, all unique,
using Lego and glass jars. The
office ladies very much appreciated these handmade gifts
and was a great motivation for
them to keep up their fantastic
Tapadh Leat gifts for the Office staff
tastic work of art saying thank work!
Continuing this year is the Tap- you.
adh Leat (thank you in Gaelic)
The Tapadh Leat club also engroup whose aim is to create
listed the help of Inverurie
something thoughtful using
Academy pupils in celebrating
craft to thank people who
things for which we are gratehave done much for our school
ful, culminating in an uplifting
but received little in return. Tapadh Leat gratitude School Display
display in the corridor!
Previously reported was their This time round they have degift to Mr Hamilton which used cided to thank the office ladies By Luke Wraight, S2
melted crayons to create a fan- who have, and still do, give so

Good Bye to an Old Friend
From edition to edition we’ve
had an “elite” team working
behind the scenes to get the
paper out. Our team varies
from S1s to S5s without forgetting about our teachers!
Sadly this is the last time one
of our longest serving teacher’s from the paper will be
helping us get this out on

time. He has been with us
since we started; it will be sad
to see him go! So we say a
massive thank you to Mr Joy
for helping us all the way.

We got a quote from one of
his pupils,
“Mr Joy was a fabulous
teacher! He is cheerful and
has a way of making work enjoyable.” We will be very sad
to see him go and we hope
you don’t forget us when you
become Doctor Joy!

If you don’t know who Mr Joy
is he is an English teacher
who helped us start this! He
is going to Glasgow to do a
PHD on American Literature.. By Ben Sharp, S2
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Concert Band Comic

Christmas Crossword

By Hannah Reid, S3
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Across

Down

1)This season’s holiday

1) Red and White Sweet

2)You sent this to Santa

5)Ho Ho Ho

3)under the tree

6) A lovely Christmas smell

4) Rudolph the …..

7) - - - - - Christmas
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The True Meaning of Christmas
As well as this, you are to
just walk into town and
there will be many sales going on at once even when it
is 6 months away from
Christmas! This shows exactly how desperate businesses are for profits, especially throughout the Christmas period. Does Christmas
still have a meaning? Or
has the commercialisation
of Christmas gone too far?
th

On 25 December each
year, people celebrate
Christmas but this festival
means something different
to everyone. For example,
some believe that it's all
about receiving gifts which
mount to a large cost or
making
large
business
profits whereas others believe it's to put a smile on
another's face. Not only this
but some don’t celebrate
Christmas at all and some
celebrate it from a religious
perspective. But what is
Christmas really about and
what should you be focusing on at this time of year?

This year companies are
taking it even further with
the excessive price drops
and sales to increase
profits. These actions are
stating a plain and simple
message about their meanings of Christmas: Profits
and sales. This is demonstrated when many companies begin their price drops
and offers at the beginning
of November whereas 30
years ago the only sale of
the entire year would begin
on boxing day and end midJanuary. These were known
as "The January Sales."

On the other hand, this
whole idea of promoting
products and lowering prices does have a benefit to
our local economy and businesses. For example, many
of the supermarkets we do
our weekly shopping at rely
on us to buy their promoted
"fresh" foods to keep the
business profitable. Without our excessive shopping,
companies would be forced
to raise prices and we, as
members of the general
public, will lose out on a
daily basis. Is this really
what we want?
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Whilst some feel it's about
profits, others feel it's about
gaining a gift which only
symbolises money. This is
proven by the average Brit's
spend on Christmas gifts
which mounts up to an
extortionate £500 - £700.
£500-700! That would feed a
family for several weeks!
Looking at the other side of
things, some prefer to give
useful
and
memorable
presents with their family.
Surely it should be more
about the thought than the
money spent?
When we think of the original
meaning behind Christmas,
some would draw a blank.
How many really celebrate it
from a religious perspective
in this day and age? Do a
simple search on Google and
you will immediately find that
"Christmas is the annual
Christian festival celebrating
Christ's birth, held on 25
December." Would you have
known that? After all, this is
where the original meaning
of Christmas came from and

some argue is the only
purpose of Christmas. This
concept is arguably true and
does need to be taken into
consideration each year
because Christmas wouldn't
be what it is without this.
Just think of your annual
School nativity play from primary school. Imagine a nativity without the baby Jesus.
And yet Christmas has become more about who has
received the most expensive
and latest presents rather
than its biblical origin.

totally different way. Ben at
The Academy Star believes
that Christmas is a period of
time in which you celebrate
over a Christmas themed
feast with thoughtful gifts
received and to build good
memories. I think very
similarly and enjoy the occasion very much. I hope that
wherever you are and
whatever you believe, you
make fantastic memories this
Christmas.

By Luke Wraight, S2
Overall, it
many
Christmas
each and
celebrate

goes to show how
different
ways
is celebrated and
every person will
Christmas in a
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