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Welcome to our Spring newsletter. Further to my weekly updates, I do hope 
you enjoy reading about more of the activities and achievements that our 
pupils have experienced this term. Having completed my first full term, I have 
enjoyed getting to know the school community and I’m pleased to be 
celebrating much of the highlights in this termly newsletter.   
 

Maintaining staffing numbers continues to be a challenge for all schools in the 
North East. However, I am pleased to report a number of new additions that 
leaves us in a strong position. To the PE department, we welcome Miss Waite 
who joined us in February and await the return of Mrs Little in May. In the 
Music department, Miss Strain was appointed to a permanent positon and will 
work alongside Ms Hart who will start in May. Adding to the Science Faculty, 
Mrs Lopez will take up her post at the change of timetable. In the English 
department, I am pleased to report that Mr Duncan will be joining us in the 
new term. We said good bye to Mrs Cookson, Mrs Gerrie and Mrs Kennedy 
from the ASL team but have already said hello to Mr Thapa and Ms Rapley 
who started this week.    
 
Also on the subject of staffing, Mr Alasdair O’Connor will be taking up a 
Depute Rector role after a series of very competitive interviews. Unfortunately, 
after 11 years we see the departure of Mrs Linda Moggach from the Creative 
Arts Faculty. We thank Linda for her services to Inverurie Academy and for 
promoting the talents of our pupils in the many concerts and community 
performances. Similarly, leaving the Admin team is Mrs Ross and to both 
colleagues, we wish you the best of luck with your prospective promotions.  
 
On a personal note, I look forward to working with parents and our wider 
partners during the summer term. I hope our learners have an enjoyable 
Easter Holidays and wish many good luck with their revision which will help 
them prepare for the pending SQA exams. Finally, next month will see many 
of our seniors leave Inverurie Academy. Be it college, university, employment 
or training, I wish all of our leavers the very best of luck in their future 
endeavours. Be safe and see you in the new term. 
 
 
Graeme Cowie 
Rector (Acting) 
 
 
 
 



 
School Uniform – Community Appeal 
 
As you will be aware, families within our community can experience some 
very difficult circumstances for a wide variety of reasons.  We are keen to 
provide support to young people and their families as they work through these 
difficult times.  We keep a small supply of school uniform items with our 
Guidance team which we issue to any pupils who need them.  We have been 
very grateful to our pupils and their parents/carers who have donated items of 
uniform that we can pass on to those who need them in the past.  
Unfortunately our supplies are running very low. 
 
If you have any items of school uniform which no longer fit your son(s) and/or 
daughter(s), we would be grateful if you would consider handing these in to 
school for us to reissue as and when they are required.  We are specifically 
seeking to restock our supply of school polo shirts and school jumpers.  Items 
of all sizes are welcome, and can be handed in to the school office, or to the 
Guidance team.  Please ensure that donated items are clean and dry, as 
laundry facilities within school are limited. 
 
Should you find that you cannot afford to buy uniform supplies at a time that 
your son or daughter needs them, please call to talk with the relevant member 
of the Guidance team or myself in the first instance and we will help if we can.   

Ms Lynch 
 
 
SQA Examinations/ Study Leave 
 
Individual SQA Examination Timetables and information about study leave will 
be issued to pupils during the first week back after the Easter holidays. Pupils 
have already been issued with the SQA booklet “Your Exams” which gives 
them information about their examinations and a timetable with the days of 
each exam in it. You can download a copy of the booklet via: 
www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/files_ccc/SQA_Your_Exams_2016.pdf            Mrs Fraser 
 
 
Respect for All Assemblies 
 
During the week commencing 22nd February, the Respect for All 
Ambassadors delivered another week of thought-provoking assemblies. This 
year, the group chose to focus on looking at the impact of being treated 
differently due to your race or religion and combined this with the opportunity 
to acknowledge Holocaust Memorial Day. As always, the group of S1-S5 
pupils worked hard on creating, organising and delivering the assembly and 
their message that we should all be treated with respect, no matter what our 
differences are. The group will be following up this assembly with more 
lunchtime workshops to promote Diversity and Equality across the school 
following the successful and well-attended workshops they ran last session.                       
                                                                                                          Mrs Fraser    
 

http://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/files_ccc/SQA_Your_Exams_2016.pdf


 
 
 
Youth Philanthropy Initiative Final 
 
In March, we welcomed Parents/Carers, Pupils and Local Charities to attend 
our S3 Youth Philanthropy Initiative Finals' Night. Ms Gollop and the RME 
Department coordinated an excellent evening of entertainment with some 
informative and heartfelt performances. After much deliberation, the judging 
panel awarded the £3000 prize to local charity, Charlie House. The winning 
team consisted of Abby Mutch (3B2), Blair McKenzie (3B2), Kirsty Hay (3S1) 
and the Inverurie Advertiser covered the event. Abby said “winning the £3000 
was an amazing achievement and very rewarding after all the hard work my 
group and I had put in. It meant so much to my group, my family and the 
charity”.                                                                   Mr Cowie (Rector – Acting)     
 
 
 
UK Amnesty Youth Awards 2016 
 
Four of my pupils’ (two pairs) song entries for the UK Amnesty Youth Awards 
2016 have been shortlisted in the final ten and will now go forward for final 
judging in the Upper Secondary/Further Education Performing Category - 

 
“To Keep Me Warm” by Lucy Ashley & Amy Hardie 
“Not Like You” by Libbie Allison & Isaac Bacon                                 Ms Gollop 
 
Response from Amy and Lucy: 
 
“We were shocked and delighted to hear we've been shortlisted. Although it is 
a competition, we never entered to win. It gave us an opportunity to highlight a 
major issue using a medium that we love. Every time we go into Aberdeen, 
we walk past homeless people, and even though we give money to as many 
people as possible, far too many people just walk past. They are invisible to 
our society, and this competition let us give the homeless community the 
recognition and respect they both need and deserve.  
We are both very lucky to have a school that puts competitions such as this 
one in the curriculum. Not every school cares so much about human rights 
and provides the opportunities we have access to. We are both very 
passionate about music and spend every break and lunch in the department. 
We were very great full to have the chance to combine our favourite pastime 
with such an important issue and are honoured to be shortlisted.”  
 
Response from Libbie and Isaac: 
 
Obviously we were ecstatic but fairly shocked. We'd spent a couple of weeks 
contemplating the outcomes and once the news came it all rushed up to meet 
us. It's a truly amazing feeling to know our hard work had come in to fruition 
and we'd managed to be short listed for such an incredible competition”. 
 



Show My Homework 
 
It is with regret that I have to inform you that the individual log in system for 
Show My Homework is still not working accurately. Pupils and parents/carers 
should continue to use the manual method of logging into the website and 
using the filters rather than individual usernames and passwords. We are 
continuing to manually update the data in the system, but this is a slow 
process. I have been in touch with ‘Show My Homework’ and we hope to have 
a more accurate system which works as smooth as last session once we 
change into our new timetable in June. Thank you to everyone for your 
patience and understanding this session.                                         Mrs Fraser 
 
Flood Relief Concert 

 
On Friday 19th February, a group of our finest musicians performed at the 
Flood Relief Variety Concert in Inverurie Town Hall to support the victims of 
the recent flooding which caused extensive damage. Celtacad (Ryan Garrett, 
Megan Stuart, Lucy Ashley, Eryn Duffus, Jack Buchan and myself, Alastair 
Fyfe) played a fantastic set of Scottish ceilidh pieces along with Mrs Moggach 
and Mrs Tierney, including a waltz and a set of reels, before Iola Skinner 
played a beautiful piece on piano. Lucy Ashley and Amy Hardie performed the 
duet “Stand By Me” on voice and piano. After we had finished, Greg Taylor 
wowed the audience with ingenious magic. Everyone involved thoroughly 
enjoyed themselves and had a great time.                             Alastair Fyfe (S6) 
 
 

 



 
(Flood Relief Concert photos) 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 

Athenaeum Winds 
 
On Friday 18th March Athenaeum Winds (a professional wind ensemble from 
Glasgow) came to school to perform to some of the BGE Music classes. We 
were treated to a great afternoon of live music featuring instruments we don’t 
usually hear much of in school including Oboe, Bassoon and French Horn as 
well as Flute and Clarinet. There was a varied programme of music from 
Mozart to John Cage’s 4.33 which was very entertaining for all! This was a 
wonderful opportunity for our pupils to hear live music performed by 
professional musicians and feedback was extremely positive. Thanks to 
Inverurie Music for organising this and to The Garioch Lions for sponsoring 
the event.         L Moggach 
 
 

 
 



 
Young Enterprise 
 
This year we have had 4 Young Enterprise groups involved in the Young 
Enterprise Scotland programme. 5th Sense, Madera, Tragic Magic & Knock 
Knock Signs. All the teams participated in Enterprise Christmas fairs at 
Westhill and Thainstone where they were judge on presentation of their stand, 
how environmentally friendly their products where and answers given to the 
judges questions about sales, advertising and their product. This saw Madera 
being awarded over all winners for the Christmas fairs. 
Following the Christmas fairs the teams were given the opportunity to submit 
a report on their product and experiences, to have the chance to be one of six 
teams selected to go forward to the Grampian finals. From the 34 teams 
competing, 5th Sense and Madera have been selected to attend the Grampian 
finals at the end of April; competing to represent Grampian in the national 
finals. 

Mr MacIver 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Aberdeenshire Senior Music Centre Summer Concert 2016 

 
On Wednesday 23rd March, the annual Senior Aberdeenshire Music Centre 
Summer Concert took place in Aberdeen Music Hall. This event is open to the 
most talented musicians from the Aberdeen and Aberdeenshire area. Both the 
North and South Centres took part in this event, including four of us from 
Inverurie Academy. Scott MacGregor played saxophone in the South/Central 
Youth Concert Band, which recently achieved a Silver Award in a recent 
competition. Rachael Gray and Jordan Ramsay played cello and percussion 
respectively in the South/Central Youth Orchestra, which was led by myself, 
Alastair Fyfe. The concert band played a variety of pieces, and the orchestra 
played Elgar’s Pomp and Circumstance, the theme from Robin Hood: Prince of 
Thieves, and the Montagues and Capulets theme from Romeo and Juliet (more 
commonly recognised as the theme from The Apprentice). This was a fantastic 
experience for all of us, as the Music Hall was a great venue to perform in, and 
we gained valuable experience playing before a sold-out audience. 

       Alastair Fyfe S6 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

S6 Charities Committee 
Thanks to the pupils and staff (including friends and family) of Inverurie 
Academy, the S6 Charities Committee has been helped, for this session, to 
donate lots of money to a number of different charities.  Some of these very 
worthwhile causes include The British Red Cross, Children in Need, The Fly 
Free School in Java, Save the Children and The British Heart Foundation.  
Not only that, a substantial amount of food (240.40kg in fact!) was donated to 
the Inverurie Foodbank. Without these generous donations from you all, none 
of this would have been possible- so on behalf of the committee, a big thank 
you! 

Miss Brogan 
 
 
 



 
Mock Election 
 
On March 10th, all year groups took part in a mock election. Mr Anderson’s S2 
classes did a lot of research on each of the 5 main parties and candidates 
were chosen to prepare a speech that was delivered to all pupils. In line with 
all other schools, pupils learned about some of the hot political issues, the 
importance of voting and it was confirmed that some of our 16 year old 
students will be able to vote for the first time in May 2016. The winning 
candidate was Mikey Smith who gave his acceptance speech at Mackie 
Academy –                                                              Mr Cowie (Rector – Acting) 
 
‘I would like to thank everyone who voted for me and the Conservative party 
in this year’s mock election.  I would like to thank Morgan Kirk-Patrick and Mr 
Anderson for helping me write my speech.  I’d also like to thank my class 
mates who supported me and helped make all the posters and rosettes.’ 

 
 
Sport Relief Event: Staff vs Pupils Football Match 

 
On Friday 18th March, the S6 Charities Committee helped to run a charity 
football match to raise funds for Sport Relief. Eight Staff volunteers took on a 
pupil team made-up of S4 and S5 pupils in a seven-a-side match on the playing 
fields.  
The staff team consisted of: 
Mr Maradona McFie; Mr Suarez Shepherd; Miss Bale Brogan; Mr Pele 
Paterson; Miss Pirlo Phillips; Mr De Rosi Dair; Mr Kaka Kirk and Miss Walcott 
Waite. 
The pupil team consisted of: 
Callum Seymour; Jamie Reid; Fran Land-Booth; Anna Fernandez-Wilson; 
Dylan Faskin; John Angus; Mitchell Cheyne; Stuart Simmond and Kieran 
Gilbert. 
The pupils dominated the first half and found themselves 2-0 up at half time. In 
the second half the pupils went up 3-0 early on but the teachers stepped-up 
their game and, with a little help from a sympathetic S6 referee (Ben Green), 
were awarded two penalties. The staff managed to score two more goals to 
take the lead 4-3 and win the match, although most would agree the pupils got 
the ‘moral victory’! 
It all went very well and a large number of pupils came to support and watch 
the match (which took place at lunchtime) and contributed generously to the 
collections and sponsorships of the players. In total, we managed to raise a 
fantastic £601.92! Some of the pupil players managed to raise some superb 
amounts through sponsorship, as did some of the staff. Overall, it was a great 
effort for a very worthwhile cause. 50% of Sport Relief funds go directly to UK 
based charities and 50% to international charities to support some of the world’s 
poorest people. You can see how the money is used through this web-link: 
http://www.comicrelief.com/how-we-help/the-difference-we-have-made 
A big thank you to all who contributed! 

Mr Shepherd 
 

http://www.comicrelief.com/how-we-help/the-difference-we-have-made


 
 
 
Term 4 Calendar 
 
 

April 2016 

Monday 18 April Start of Term 4  

Thursday 28 April Junior Maths Challenge 

Friday 29 April S4/5 Last Day 

May 2016 

Monday 02 May May Day Holiday 

Tuesday 03 May 
S4/5 Study Leave Begins 
S6 Last Day 

Wednesday 04 May 
S6 Study Leave Begins 
First Day of SQA Exams 

Monday 09 May Start of P7 Transition Group Visits 

Friday 13 May S1 Reports Issued 

Tuesday 31 May Sports Day (S1-S3) 

June 2016 

Thursday 02 June Sports Day (S1-S3) Back up 

Friday 03 June 
Last Day of SQA Exams 
S3 Profiles Available for Parents 

Monday 06 June Local Holiday 

Tuesday 07 June 
New Timetable (S1-S5) 
New S5/6 Induction Week 

Thursday 09 June New S6 Induction at RGU (Guidance) 

Tuesday 14 June Higher Art Fieldtrip 

Thursday 16 June Awards Evening 7pm 

Monday 20 June P7 Transition Week 

Tuesday 21 June P7 Transition Week 

Wednesday 22 June P7 Transition Week 

Thursday 23 June P7 Transition Week & P7 Parents’ Evening (6.30pm) 

Friday 24 June P7 Transition Week 

Tuesday 28 June 
Humanities Trip to Krakow, Poland & Berlin, Germany (to 3rd 
July) 

Thursday 30 June Creative Arts Summer Concert 7.30pm 

July 2016 

Friday 01 July Last Day of Session 

SUMMER HOLIDAYS : Monday 4 July - Monday 15 August 

 


