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S3 Curriculum Overview
In S3, students at Inverurie Academy will continue their journey through the Broad and General
Education and begin to specialise in subjects that they wish to study at examination level. All
students will select 7 subjects (including Maths and English) to study over the course of S3.
Selecting subjects is an important task but can prove a challenge for students and parents / carers.
There are four key considerations to make when making a subject choice:Enjoyment
It is important to think about how you like to learn (e.g. through writing, talking,
listening, ‘doing’ with your hands etc.) and which subjects you enjoy the most
during your time at Inverurie Academy so far.
Strength
It is also important to consider where you are doing well although bear in mind
that there may be strengths you have that you don’t know about yet!
Breadth
Balance and breadth are often really important features of a carefully selected
choice process. We recommend that you choose subjects from across the
different faculties:English

Maths

Health & Wellbeing

Business & IT

Creative Arts

Humanities

Modern Languages

Science

Technologies

The Future
As part of your selection process, you should think about where each subject may
take you and what kinds of careers or courses you might be interested in taking in
the future.

Curriculum Design
S3(a): June - December
From the period of June-December in S3 students will follow the 7 skills based courses in the subjects
they have selected. These courses will act as the culmination of the Broad General Education; to
give students an engaging, enjoyable experience that provides an excellent foundation from which
to then pursue National Qualifications. The skills developed in these courses will positively enhance
the work that immediately follows in S3(b).
S3(b): January - June
From January of S3, students will begin undertaking work that will directly contribute to their
National 5 courses. This 18 month experience will continue through to the end of S4 and will
culminate in students sitting qualifications at National 3,4,5 or Higher Level. The level of
presentation will be reviewed during S3(b) and will be finalised during November of S4.
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Whilst this option does exist:The best opportunity for success will lie in continuing with subjects carefully chosen at
the end of S2.
Any change is only available if the course is running and has space.
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Course Changes
For the vast majority of students, the transition from S3(a) to S3(b) will be seamless and progression
will occur without any need for change. However, whether through completion of their S3 Profile or
general reflection, some students may find during S3(a) that they wish to amend a choice before
progression to S3(b) and subsequently S4. Therefore, during November of S3(a) an application to
amend a choice can be made through the relevant Guidance Teacher.

S3(a): Skills Experience (June-December)
Faculty of Business and Information Technology

Accounting with Business
Course Content and Structure
Unit/Topic Description

Skills Covered

Researching different types of bank accounts –
student, savings, and current accounts.
Unit 1
Personal
Finance

Investigating the positives and negatives of using
credit cards.
Buying and selling shares exercise.
Personal budgeting.

Unit 2
Using
Accounting
and IT

Unit 3
Business
Challenge

Using Accounting in the context of a school tuck
shop to understand how to account for :






Inventory
Cash – petty cash and budgeting
Profits and losses
Break even
Dealing with expenses and claim forms

Team task is to come up with a new product
which has clear health benefits, is sustainable
and is a commercial proposition.
The product has to be designed, costed and
marketed.










Critical thinking
Investigation
Presentation
Evaluation
Analysis
Interpersonal
Oral communication
Literacy







Numeracy
Critical thinking
ICT
Financial
Employability








Leadership
Organisational
Presentation
Research
Creative
Synthesis

Who should apply for this course?
Pupils who enjoy working with numbers and are interested in business. Pupils who are
considering a career in business or accounting. Pupils who enjoy working with IT.

N5 Accounting
N5 Business
Further education in Accounting or
Business





Accounting apprenticeships
Accounting or Business degrees
Office or reception work
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Career Opportunities
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Possible Progression Routes

S3(b) and S4: National Qualifications

Faculty of Business and Information Technology
Subject – National 5 Accounting
Course Aims
This course is designed to enable you to acquire the skills and knowledge necessary for understanding
and taking part in the world of business. Even if you are not planning a career in business, this
subject helps to improve your personal effectiveness by developing your ability to think logically,
work accurately, make decisions and solve problems.

Recommended Entry Requirements
This is at the discretion of the school/teacher but you would normally be expected to have attained
one of the following:
•
•

S3 Accounting
Recommended for National 5 Maths

Course Specification
The course comprises the following units:
Financial Accounting
Topics covered include:



Accounting for preparation of Final Accounts of a sole trader: Income Statements and Statements
of Financial Position.
Analysis of performance of companies using ratio analysis.

Management Accounting
Topics covered include:




Preparing overhead analysis statements, job costing statements, labour costing accounts,
inventory valuation statements and cash budgets.
Using decision making, analysing performance tools.
Spreadsheet development and practice.

Assessment Specification
Pupils will be assessed by means of an assignment carried out in school and assessed by the SQA
worth 50 marks. In addition there is also a final examination set by the SQA worth 130 marks.

Possible Progression Routes






Higher Accounting
National 5 Administration
National 5 Business Management
HNC/HND/Degree in Accounting
Employment in Accounting or Business

Career Opportunities






Accounting
Retail
Business
Teaching
Office/administration
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Students are given a folder of past papers free and booklet of questions free, but these will have
to be paid for if not returned.
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Cost of Consumables

S3(a): Skills Experience (June-December)
Faculty of Business and Information Technology

Administration and IT
Course Content and Structure
Unit/Topic

Description

Skills Covered

In this unit you will learn how to:
Unit 1
Practical ICT
skills

Unit 2
Communication

Unit 3
Orgnaising
an Event



 use word processing, spreadsheets and
databases to create and edit business
documents
 organise and process information in
administrative situations




Administrative/
clerical skills
ICT
Numeracy





Presentation skills
Research skills
Creative Skills




Organisational skills
Decision-making
skills
Communication skills
Literacy skills

In this unit you will learn how to:
 collect and share information from the
internet and intranet
 prepare information using multimedia
and desktop publishing
In this unit you will learn about:
 administrative tasks needed to
organise and support small-scale
events and meetings




Who should apply for this course?
Every area of work needs people who can carry out administrative tasks and have good IT
skills so Admin would be an ideal subject to apply for. This course will develop your ICT skills
to a high standard.

N4/5 Administration and IT
N4/5 Computing Science
N4/5 Business
N5 Accounting
Further education in any Business
and IT subject





Administration apprenticeships
Administration and Management
degrees
Office or Reception work
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Career Opportunities
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Possible Progression Routes

S3(b) and S4: National Qualifications

Faculty of Business and Information Technology
Subject – National 5 Administration
Course Aims
Administration is a growing sector which cuts across the entire economy. Every area of work needs people who
can carry out administrative tasks and have good IT skills. This course will develop your skills. You will complete
some of the tasks on your own while others will involve group work.
These skills are very useful in a wide range of employment areas.

Recommended Entry Requirements
This is at the discretion of the school/teacher but you would normally be expected to have attained one of the
following:
 CfE Level 4 or National 4 Administration and IT course or equivalent qualifications and/or experience prior to
starting this course.

Course Specification
There are 2 compulsory units, plus an added value unit that assesses your practical skills.
Administrative Theory in the Workplace - In this unit you will learn about:





duties and skills of an administrator
looking after health of employees and safety and security of employees and property
good customer care
the need for a corporate image

IT Applications - In this unit you will learn how to:






use word processing, spreadsheets and databases to create and edit business documents
organise and process information in administrative situations
collect and share information from the internet and intranet
arrange information for travelling to meetings
prepare information using multimedia and desktop publishing

Assessment Specification
You will be assessed by a practical and theory IT-based assignment (70 marks) and a final exam (50 marks),
drawing on the knowledge, understanding and skills developed across the Course

Possible Progression Routes





Higher Administration and IT course
National 5 Computer Science
National 5 Business Management
National 5 Accounting

Career Opportunities




Further study, training or employment in
Administration and Management
Administration apprenticeships
Office and clerical work
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There are no consumables required for this course.
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Cost of Consumables

S3(a): Skills Experience (June-December)

Faculty of Business and Information Technology
Business
Course Content and Structure
Unit/Topic

Description

Skills Covered






Types of Business Organisation
Stakeholders
Business Objectives
PESTEC and Decision Making






Communication skills
Written skills
Analytical skills
Presentation skills

Internal and
External
Environment






Organisational Departments
Sources of Finance
Banking and Budgeting
Economic Factors






Administrative skills
Financial skills
Critical thinking skills
Planning skills

Unit 3



Developing a Marketing Campaign (Dogs
Trust)
Relocation or Redevelopment
Sub Challenge







Creative thinking skills
Decision Making skills
Organisational skills
Research Skills
ICT skills

Unit 1
Understanding
Business
Unit 2

Integrated
Projects




Who should apply for this course?
Pupils who have a keen interest in how businesses operate and their environment. Pupils who are
considering a career in Business. Pupils who enjoy working with IT

N4/N5 Business Management
N5 Accounting
N4/N5 Administration and IT





Modern Business Apprenticeships
Accounting or Business degrees
Office or reception work
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Career Opportunities
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S3(b) and S4: National Qualifications

Faculty of Business and Information Technology
Subject – National 5 Business Management
Course Aims
We all rely on business and entrepreneurs to create wealth and employment. This course helps you to develop
skills in numeracy, employability and enterprise. You will also learn how to communicate effectively by working
with others, as well as how to work independently, and how to lead activities when appropriate. These skills are
valuable in a wide range of careers, but are particularly useful if you are interested in a career in the small business
sector.
Business is a practical hands-on subject that relates the study of business to real-life situations. You will learn to
use ICT to gather, analyse and communicate business information, and communicate effectively in a business
context. This includes understanding money, interpreting data, and using tables, charts and other graphical
displays.

Recommended Entry Requirements
This is at the discretion of the school/teacher but you would normally be expected to have attained one of the
following:
 Fourth curriculum Business level or the National 4 Business course or equivalent qualifications and/or
experience prior to starting this course.

Course Specification
The course has three compulsory Units, plus an Added Value Unit that assesses practical skills.
Understanding Business - In this unit you will:
- learn how entrepreneurship supports business development
- learn how organisations contribute to generating wealth and satisfying customers’ needs
- understand key business terms and concepts, and how they are applied
- explore issues relating to the external environment and how these affect the way in which organisations operate
Management of People and Finance - In this unit you will:
- learn how organisations manage people and finance
- understand how to apply business terms and concepts relating to the management of people and finance
- learn how to manage people in order to maximise their contribution to an organisation’s success
- learn how to prepare and interpret financial information in order to solve financial problems facing businesses
Management of Marketing and Operations - In this unit you will:
- learn about effective marketing and operations systems, including the processes and procedures organisations
use to maintain quality and competitiveness
- understand how to communicate with consumers, maximise customer satisfaction and enhance competitiveness
- identify how to produce goods or services to an appropriate standard of quality

Assessment Specification
The course assessment has 2 parts
- question paper – 90 marks – 2 hour exam
- assignment (30 marks) – completed in class over 5 hours
The question paper will assess your breadth of knowledge, understanding and skills accumulated across the
course. The question paper will be set and marked by SQA. The assignment will give you the opportunity to apply
and extend your research, analytical, evaluative and decision making skills. The course assessment is graded A-D.
Your grade will depend on the total mark for all the units in your course
Higher Business Management
National 5 Accounting
National 5 Administration
Higher Administration or Higher Accounting

Career Opportunities



Further study, training or employment in
Business and Management
Business apprenticeships
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S3(a): Skills Experience (June-December)

Faculty of Business and Information Technology
Computing
Course Content and Structure
Unit/Topic

Description

Skills Covered



Learn new ways to collaborate by using a
wide range of digital tools
Get creative and produce 3D models and
other digital media
Gaining an understanding of new
technologies



Gain new skill in designing interactive
websites
Design, testing and evaluate information
systems
Develop knowledge and skill in
promoting cyber security



Create desktop software and phone apps
using a variety of programming
languages
Learn the fundamentals of software
design, testing and evaluation



Unit 1
Creativity and
Collaboration





Unit 2
Information
Systems

Unit 3
Software
Development
















Cyber resilience and
internet safety
Interpersonal skills
Digital literacy
Problem-solving skills

Software design,
implementation, testing
and evaluation
Logical, critical thinking
and problem-solving skills
Software design,
implementation, testing
and evaluation
Logical, critical thinking
and problem-solving skills

Who should apply for this course?
Pupils who want to explore the creative potential of computers by learning new skills in
creating 3D graphics, computer programs and phone apps, websites and more. This
course is also for pupils interested in the developing area of cyber security.

N4 or N5 Computing Science
Other Computing Science or related
courses





Software and website development
IT support
Cyber security
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Career Opportunities
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S3(b) and S4: National Qualifications

Faculty of Business and Information Technology
Computing Science – National 5
Course Aims
Are to enable learners to:
- introduce and develop aspects of computational thinking
across a range of contemporary contexts
- develop knowledge and understanding of key facts and
ideas in computing science
- apply skills and knowledge in analysis, design,
implementation and testing to a range of digital solutions

- communicate computing concepts clearly and
concisely using appropriate terminology
- develop an understanding of the impact of computing
science in changing and influencing our environment
and society

Recommended Entry Requirements
This is at the discretion of the school/teacher but you would normally be expected to have attained at least one
of the following: S3 Computing Science or National 3/4 Computing Science.

Course Specification
Software design and development Pupils:
Undergo a range of practical and investigative tasks
using appropriate software development environments.
Develop their programming and computational-thinking
skills by implementing practical solutions and explaining
how these programs work
Analyse problems, design, implement, test, and evaluate
digital solutions.

Database design and development. Pupils
Develop knowledge, understanding and practical
problem-solving skills in database design and
development, through a range of practical and
investigative tasks.
Apply computational-thinking skills to analyse, design,
implement, test, and evaluate practical solutions, using
a range of development tools such as SQL.

Computer systems Pupils:
develop an understanding of how data and instructions
are stored in binary form and basic computer
architecture.
Gain an awareness of the environmental impact of the
energy use of computing systems and security
precautions that can be taken to protect computer
systems.

Web design and development. Pupils:
Develop knowledge, understanding and practical
problem-solving skills in web design and development,
through a range of practical and investigative tasks.
Analyse, design, implement, test and evaluate practical
solutions to web-based problems, using a range of
development tools: HTML, CSS and Javascript.

Assessment Specification
Assessment consists of:
SQA exam worth 60% of final award
Assignment worth 40% of final award






IT Support
Software Development
Cyber Security
Other Computer Science based career
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Higher Computing Science or related subjects

Career Opportunities
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S3(a) Skills Experience (June- December)

Faculty of Creative Arts
Art and Design
Course Content and Structure
Unit/Topic
Unit 1
Expressive
Media
Handling

Unit 2
Design Unit

Unit 3
Critical work

Description

Skills Covered

. Expressive work usually starts with some sort of
drawing but develops through the study of line, shape,
tone, colour, texture and form and the use of a wide
range of materials and techniques. Final pieces of work
can be presented in many different media: 2D – drawing,
painting, collage, print making.

Develop knowledge and
understanding of art and design
practice. Skills in drawing and media
handling.

Design units are also based on different areas of study,
such as: Graphic design, Product design, Textile / fashion
design After initial research has taken place, the
development of ideas leads to the production of a final
solution or prototype, which is then be evaluated.

Plan, develop, produce and present
creative design work.

Critical work involves the study of professional artists
and designers who have worked in the same area as the
current unit. It is usually presented in written form but
can be recorded or take the form of a PowerPoint
presentation

Develop understanding of the social
and cultural influences on artists and
designers and their work. Develop
problem solving, critical thinking and
reflective practice skills.

Think creatively and originally, and
tackle solving design problems.

Who should apply for this course?
Students who have an interest and are motivated in art and design. Students wishing to follow a career in the wide and
varied world of the Visual Arts will find the course on offer in the Art & Design Department stimulating and relevant to the
society we live in. For those of you who wish to take the subject out of interest, you will find it will broaden your mind,
your cultural experience and add breadth to your curriculum. An Art & Design qualification is highly valued by universities
and all centres of Higher/Further Education. It is a unique subject as it teaches students to observe and think laterally –
that is, to think outside the box. Skills in drawing and media handling are necessary, but students must also use their
initiative, think creatively and originally, while learning to express themselves as individuals, and tackle solving design
problems.

Possible Progression Routes

Career Opportunities

S3 > National 3/ 4 / 5

Artist, Teacher, Architecture, Engineering, Product /
Industrial Design, Interior Design, Advertising &
Marketing, Costume Design, Fashion & Textile Design, Set
Design for Film, TV & Theatre, Graphic Design, Illustration

National 5 > Higher

Cost of Consumables for full academic year June - May

Page

expressive and design artefacts
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A charge of £10.00 is charged to cover the costs of colour copying, folders and materials used in the production of

S3(b) and S4: National Qualifications

Faculty of Creative Arts
Art and Design – National 3/4/5
Course Aims
•

Communicate personal thoughts, feelings and ideas through the imaginative use of art and design materials,
techniques and technology.

•

Develop knowledge and understanding of art and design practice.

•

Plan, develop, produce and present creative art and design work.

•

Develop understanding of the social and cultural influences on artists and designers and their work. Develop
problem solving, critical thinking and reflective practice skills

Recommended Entry Requirements
This is at the discretion of the school/teacher but you would normally be expected to have attained the following:


Level 4 in the BGE Art and Design course.

Course Specification
The course consists of 2 practical folios; One for Expressive including critical understanding and one for Design including
critical understanding .The folios compromise finished pieces for both the expressive and design work. National 5 pupils must
also provide evidence of development leading to their final idea.
Expressive Activity in which pupils select a theme suitable for still life. They then produce observational drawings and studies
and develop ideas through a range of visual concepts and using a variety of media in 2D and/or 3D formats. Pupils also
produce a written evaluation based on process and solution. Artists are studied and their work analysed.
Design Activity in which pupils will work from a design brief to investigate and develop a piece of work in either 2D or 3D.
Learners will develop their creativity and problem solving skills as they consider the design opportunities, issues and
constraints of the brief. They will also develop their understanding of designers’ working practices and the factors that inspire
and influence their work while continuing to develop media handling skills. Pupils also produce a written evaluation based on
process and solution.

Assessment Specification
In National 3/4 learners must pass all of the units to achieve a course award. All aspects of the course are internally assessed.
In National 5 learners must pass the expressive and design practical folios to achieve a course award. The Practical Folio
elements are externally assessed and knowledge and understanding of artists and movements (Critical Activity) in an
externally assessed question paper.

Artist, Teacher, Architecture, Engineering,
Product / Industrial Design, Interior Design,
Advertising & Marketing, Costume Design,
Fashion & Textile Design, Set Design for Film,
TV & Theatre, Graphic Design, Illustration.

Cost of Consumables
A charge of £10.00 is charged to cover the costs of colour copying, folders and materials used in the
production of expressive and design artefacts.
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National 3> National 4
National 4> National 5
National 5> Higher
National 5> College – HND/HNC

Career Opportunities

Page

Possible Progression Routes

S3(a) Skills Experience (June- December)

Faculty of Creative Arts
Drama
Course Content and Structure
Unit/Topic

Unit 1
Drama Skills

Unit 2
Production
skills

Unit 3
Performance

Description

Skills Covered

– Pupils will create a drama based on a range
of stimuli such as text, photographs, music,
themes, and issues. From this they will then
explore form, structure, genre, and style. They
will also experiment with voice, movement
and character techniques and evaluate on the
process from rehearsal to performance
including research into the chosen topic or
theme and drawing upon social and cultural
influences.









– Pupils will learn in a series of workshops the
skills in Acting, lighting, sound, costume, props
and set design and use a text to help them
explore the themes using a production skill of
their choice. They will then perform their
production skill in front of a live audience and
evaluate their process including research,
ideas and designs.



– Will consist of a set text or devised piece of
drama and each pupil will specialise in either
Acting or a production skill and test their skills
that they have learnt throughout the course in
an assessment which will take place in front of
an audience. They will then evaluate and
answer questions on what they have learnt.








creating drama
Working with others
Developing knowledge of
social and cultural influences
Explore drama form,
structure, genre and style.
Explore voice, movement
and characterisation
techniques
Using reflective skills within
the creative process
Gaining knowledge of
production skills (Acting,
sound, lighting, set, props,
costume, make-up and hair)
Using drama and production
skills when presenting
Using reflective skills within
the creative process
Applying drama skills and
productions skills to create a
performance for an
audience.
Evaluate and analyse the
process from creating to
presenting.

Who should apply for this course?
This Course is particularly suitable for learners with an interest in drama and who enjoy experiential
learning through practical activities. They should have also gained Level 3 by S2.

Directing, Stage management, Script
writer, Actor, Teacher, Lawyer
Arts administrator, Marketing, Therapist
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National 4 drama, National 5 drama, After
completion of National 5 progress on to Higher
and then Advance Higher Further Education

Career Opportunities
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Possible Progression Routes

S3(b) and S4: National Qualifications

Faculty of Creative Arts
Drama - National 5
Course Aims
This purpose of the National 5 Drama course is to enable candidates to develop and use a range of drama skills and
production skills. Candidates develop practical skills in creating and presenting drama and knowledge and understanding
of cultural and social influences on drama. They analyse and evaluate how the use of self-expression, language and
movement can develop their ideas for drama. They also develop critical-thinking skills as they investigate, develop and
apply a range of drama skills and production skills. The course aims to enable candidates to:  generate and
communicate thoughts and ideas when creating drama  develop a knowledge and understanding of a range of social
and cultural influences on drama  develop a range of skills in presenting drama

Recommended Entry Requirements
This is at the discretion of the school/teacher but you would normally be expected to have attained one of the following:
Level 4 in S3, National 4

Course Specification
The National 5 Drama course has an integrated approach to learning which develops practical and evaluative skills as
well as knowledge and understanding of drama and its influences. Throughout the course, candidates explore and
develop a range of drama skills and approaches to communicating thoughts and ideas to an audience. They develop a
range of acting skills in relation to portraying characters. They learn how to respond to stimuli, including text, and
develop knowledge, understanding and practical experience of form, structure, genre and conventions when creating
and presenting drama. Candidates generate ideas for presenting text using production areas. They explore and develop
practical skills in a range of production areas. They apply these skills to enhance text when presenting. Candidates
develop knowledge and understanding of social and cultural influences on drama. They learn how to evaluate their own
progress and the progress of others. Overall the course consists of three elements Drama Skills, Production skills and
Performance where the candidates will learn and develop a range of skills from creating, presenting and applying
knowledge and understanding.

Assessment Specification
Each candidate is required to do 2 examinations at the end of the course; the first is a written paper which makes up
40% of the candidates marks. It consists of two sections, section 1 is based either answering as an actor or production
role on a drama that the candidate has been involved in and is evaluating self and others. In Section 2 candidates are
required to demonstrate knowledge and understanding of creating drama by responding to one of the stimuli provided.
The drama must be suitable for a live theatrical performance: television or film dramas are not appropriate. All questions
in the question paper are compulsory.

Career Opportunities

Higher, Advance Higher, NPA, Further education

Director, Arts administration, Actor/performer,
Lawyer/solicitor, Television presenter, Marketing,
Therapist, Teacher

Cost of Consumables
£15 – 25 to attend a live performance/production at the theatre including transport to and from the venue

Page

Possible Progression Routes
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Performance is the other part of the examination process and makes up 60% of the candidates marks. The purpose of
the performance is to enable candidates to draw on, extend and apply the skills, knowledge and understanding they
have learned during the course. The performance assesses the candidate’s preparation and performance of a textual
extract. The candidate can be assessed in either acting or a production role. The performance has two sections: a
performance and the preparation for performance. The weighting of marks across the two sections of the performance
is as follows:  50 marks for the performance in either an acting or a production role  10 marks for the preparation for
performance.

S3(a) Skills Experience (June- December)

Faculty of Creative Arts
Music
Course Content and Structure
Unit/Topic

Unit 1
Performance
skills

Unit 2
Composing
skills

Unit 3
Understandi
ng Music

Description

Skills Covered

Performing Skills in which pupils will develop their
performing skills on two selected instruments, one
of which may be voice. Learners will perform levelspecific music with accuracy while maintaining
flow. Through regular practice and reflection
learners will develop their technical and musical
skills. Pupils will also be expected to reflect on their
performance skills.
Composing Skills in which pupils will experiment
and use compositional methods with music
concepts in imaginative ways to create their own
music. Pupils will also be expected to reflect on
creative decision making

Understanding Music in which pupils listen to a
variety of music styles to develop their knowledge
and understanding of level-specific music concepts
and music literacy.





Performing
Skills on chosen
instrument
Musicianship




Composing
Creativity




Listening
Literacy

Who should apply for this course?
Students who are engaged and motivated to learning about the subject of Music. No private
music lessons are necessary.

Possible Progression Routes




Nat 5 Music
Nat 4 Music
Nat 3 Music

Career Opportunities





Music teacher
Music therapist
Musician
Sound technician

£15- 25 to attend possible workshops or to arrange specialist to come in and run workshops.

Page

have private music lessons in any instrument. However if possible it would be recommended.
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Cost of Consumables for full academic year June – May It is not essential to

S3(b) and S4: National Qualifications

Faculty of Creative Arts
Music – National 5
Course Aims
•
•
•
•
•


Develop performing skills in solo and/or group settings on their selected instruments, one of which can be
voice.
Perform music with accuracy and maintaining the flow.
Create original music using Sibelius software and music concepts when composing, arranging or improvising.
Develop knowledge and understanding of the social and cultural factors influencing music.
Develop knowledge and understanding of music and musical literacy by listening to music and identifying
level-specific music signs, symbols and concepts.
Reflect on their own work and that of others.

Recommended Entry Requirements
This is at the discretion of the school/teacher but you would normally be expected to have attained one of the
following:
• Achieved level 4 in music in BGE

Course Specification
The course consists of three units; performing skills, composing skills and understanding music.
Performing Skills in which pupils will develop their performing skills on two selected instruments, one of which may be
voice. Learners will perform level-specific music with accuracy while maintaining flow. Through regular practice and
reflection learners will develop their technical and musical skills.
Composing Skills in which pupils will experiment and use compositional methods with music concepts in imaginative
ways to create their own music. Learners will also develop their understanding of how composers create music. Pupils
will also be expected to reflect on creative decision making.
Understanding Music in which pupils listen to a variety of music styles to develop their knowledge and understanding
of level-specific music concepts and music literacy.

Assessment Specification
In National 5 learners must pass all of the units to achieve a course award. The Performance elements are externally
assessed (a programme of 8 minutes, with a minimum of 2 minutes on instrument 2) and knowledge and
understanding of musical concepts and literacy in an externally assessed question paper. The Composition project is
sent away to be externally marked.

Possible Progression Routes


Higher Music

Career Opportunities


Music teacher, Music therapist, Musician, Sound
technician

Page

It is not essential to have private music lessons in any instrument. However if possible it would be
recommended.
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Cost of Consumables

S3(a) Skills Experience (June- December)

Faculty of Creative Arts
Music: Creative Industries
Course Content and Structure
This course is set to raise awareness of the Creative Industries in the UK and job roles within career
opportunities.
Develop specific and transferable skills and attitudes which will enhance employability
Develop practical skills
Develop communication skills

Unit/Topic

Unit 1
Creative
Industries: An
Introduction

Unit 2
Skills
Development

Unit 3
The Creative
Project

Description

Skills Covered

Learners will look at career paths including the
roles and responsibilities of different jobs within
the Creative Industries. Learners will focus on
transferable skills and attitudes valued by
employers. Learners you will evaluate their own
progress and set targets to improve their
employability profile
Learners will chose an area within the creative
industries and practise and develop skills in their
chosen area. Examples would be; art, photography,
music, drama, stage design, creative writing, sound
engineering. Learners you will improve practical
skills linked to your chosen job role. Learners will
set targets and plan how to develop their skills.
Learners will work as part of a team to plan and
implement a creative project based on a given
brief. Learners will contribute to and participate in
all stages of the project. Learners you will evaluate
your project and your contribution to it.




Research
Employability



Chosen skill from
creative industries




Team work
Creative thinking
skills

Who should apply for this course?
Any pupil who is motivated to learn about the Creative industries.

Possible Progression Routes





Nat 5 Music
Nat 5 Art
Nat 5 Drama
Nat 5 Creative industries

Career Opportunities


Musician, Photographer, Sound Engineer
,Television or any career within the
Creative industries

Page

There should be no cost consumables. However this is very dependent on the learners chosen skills
development.
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Cost of Consumables for full academic year June – May

S3(b) and S4: National Qualifications

Faculty of Creative Arts
Skills for work - Creative Industries – National 5
Course Aims
This course is set to raise awareness of the Creative Industries in the UK and job roles within career opportunities.
Develop specific and transferable skills and attitudes which will enhance employability
Develop practical skills
Develop communication skills

Recommended Entry Requirements
This is at the discretion of the school/teacher but you would normally be expected to have attained one of the
following:


Experience of a creative arts subject in the BGE.

Course Specification
The course is broken down into 4 units:
Creative Industries: An Introduction - Learners will look at career paths including the roles and responsibilities of
different jobs within the Creative Industries. Learners will focus on transferable skills and attitudes valued by
employers. Learners you will evaluate their own progress and set targets to improve their employability profile.
Skills Development - Learners will chose an area within the creative industries and practice and develop skills in their
chosen area. Examples would be; art, photography, music, drama, stage design, creative writing, sound engineering.
Learners will improve practical skills linked to their chosen job role. Learners will set targets and plan how to develop
their skills.
The Creative Process - Learners will use creative thinking skills and will work in a team to respond creatively to a
written brief. Learners will discuss ideas to explore different creative ideas and will work collaboratively to prepare
and present a team response to the brief.
The Creative Project Learners will work as part of a team to plan and implement a creative project based on a given
brief. Learners will contribute to and participate in all stages of the project. Learners you will evaluate your project
and your contribution to it.

Assessment Specification
As this is a skill for work course, all course work is internally assed. No exam is sat. There will also be no grade
awarded for this course, it will be achieved or no award.





National Courses in a range of subject areas:
Art and Design, English, Dance, Drama, Media
Studies, Music and Technical Theatre
Relevant programmes in further/higher
education
Vocational training in the Creative Industries
Employment in the Creative Industries






Musician
Artist
Television
Any Career within the Creative industries
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Career Opportunities

Page

Possible Progression Routes

S3(a) Skills Experience (June- December)

Faculty of English
English: Literary Study
Course Content and Structure
Unit/Topic

Description



Literary
Study

Pupils will study a
substantial work or
collection of literature in
order to develop
understanding, analysis
and evaluation skills.

Skills Covered


We will seek to foster an appreciation and
understanding of writer’s craft through the
study of literature.



Students will develop their essay writing skills
in preparation for the National qualification
courses, culminating in a practice essay
assessed against the CFE benchmarks.



Students will also develop their writing skills
through the production of a piece of writing
thematically connected to the literature unit.

Who should apply for this course?
In S3 and S4 at Inverurie Academy, English is a compulsory subject.

Possible Progression Routes



National 4 English
National 5 English

Career Opportunities




Journalism
Publishing/marketing
Writing

Cost of Consumables for full academic year June - May
None

Cost of Consumables - There should be no cost consumables. However this is very dependent on the

Page
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learners chosen skills development.

S3(b) and S4: National Qualifications

Faculty of English
English – National 5
Course Aims
Building on literacy skills, the course develops understanding of the complexities of language including through the
study of a wide range of texts. The course develops high levels of analytical thinking and understanding of the
impact of language. In particular, the course aims to enable learners to develop the ability to:
1

listen, talk, read and write as appropriate to purpose, audience and context

2 understand, analyse and evaluate texts, including Scottish texts, as appropriate to purpose and audience in
the contexts of literature, language and media
3

create and produce texts, as appropriate to purpose , audience and context

4

apply knowledge and understanding of language.

Recommended Entry Requirements
This is at the discretion of the school/teacher but you would normally be expected to have attained one of the
following:



CFE English to level 4 standard
National 4 English

Course Specification
Learners will provide evidence of their reading and writing skills and their ability to understand and use the English
language. The Course assessment will take the form of a portfolio, through which learners will demonstrate their
writing skills, and two exam question papers, through which learners will demonstrate their reading skills. Learners
will answer at least one question on a Scottish text.

There is also a spoken language assessment in which students will present an individual talk or take part in a group
discussion. This is assessed on a pass/fail basis and students must achieve this in order to be eligible for a full
course award.

Assessment Specification
Course Assessment: Component 1 – Question Papers:
30 marks
40 marks

Component 2 - Portfolio of Writing

Possible Progression Routes


Higher English

30 marks

Career Opportunities




Teaching
Publishing
Journalism
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Reading for Understanding, Analysis and evaluation
Critical Reading

Page

1)
2)

S3(a) Skills Experience (June- December)

Faculty of Health and Wellbeing
Physical Education
Course Content and Structure
Unit/Topic

Unit 1
Performance
Skills

Description

Skills Covered

Pupils will, through a range of core physical
activities, investigate and develop ways of
improving their practical performance. Pupils will
plan, carry out and evaluate a “one-off” practical
performance conducted under demanding
conditions in an activity of their choice (chosen
from the activities offered as part of the course).

Pupils will be introduced to the physical, mental,
social and emotional factors which impact on
Factors
performance in physical activities. They will gather
Impacting on data on these factors and analyse the impact(s) on
Performance their own performance in a range of activities.
Unit 2






Practical performance
Planning
Evaluating
Application of
knowledge




Investigating
Knowledge and
understanding
Analysis and evaluation



Who should apply for this course?
Pupils who have a keen interest in Physical Education and sport, and pupils who would like to understand
more about developing their performance in physical activities.
Pupils will be required to participate in Physical Education several times per week (in addition to Core
Physical Education) so will need to be organised and ready to participate every day.
Pupils should be aware that Swimming is a core activity in the course.

National 4 Physical Education
National 5 Physical Education



Careers in sport and leisure
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Career Opportunities

Page

Possible Progression Routes

S3(b) and S4: National Qualifications

Faculty of Health and Wellbeing
Physical Education – National 5
Course Aims
Physical Education gives pupils the opportunity to build their physical fitness and increase enjoyment and skills in
physical activities. Learners will have the opportunity to improve sports performance skills in a range of team
games and solo sports. It will help develop confidence, resilience, initiative, decision making and team working
skills. Learners will investigate a number of ways of analysing and improving their performance.

Recommended Entry Requirements
This is at the discretion of the school/teacher but you would normally be expected to have attained one of the
following:




Pupils should have achieved CfE Level 3 and should have been full and active participants in the Core
Physical Education programme.
Some pupils may opt to complete National 4 prior to attempting National 5.
Pupils should be aware that Swimming is delivered as a core part of the course.

Course Specification
Practical Skills
Learners will develop a range of movement and performance skills in physical activities, in straightforward
contexts. Learners will develop some consistency in their control, fluency of movement and body and spatial
awareness. They will also learn how to respond to and meet the physical demands of performance in a safe and
effective way. There are opportunities for personalisation and choice in the selection of some physical activities.
Factors Impacting on Performance
Learners will explore and develop their knowledge of factors that impact on personal performance in physical
activities. Learners will record, monitor and reflect on their own performance. Learners will plan, implement and
evaluate a Personal Development Programme to focus on improving aspects of their performance in a chosen
activity.

Assessment Specification
Course Assessment is completed via two methods:
1. Two “one-off” Practical Performances, in activities of the learner’s choice (chosen from activities offered as
part of the course) (50%); and
2. A Portfolio, completed over time in class (50%)

Higher Physical Education
Further study in sport-related college course(s)



Careers in sport and leisure
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Career Opportunities

Page

Possible Progression Routes

S3(a) Skills Experience (June- December)

Faculty of Health and Wellbeing
Hospitality: Practical Cookery
Course Content and Structure
Unit/Topic

Description

Skills Covered



Cookery Skills, Techniques and Processes



Unit 1



Unit 2

Organisational Skills for Cooking





Unit 3

Understanding and Using Ingredients


basic food preparation
equipment
basic food preparation
techniques
basic cookery
processes
safe and hygienic
practices in food
preparation and
cooking
planning and
organisational skills
reading and following
recipes correctly
Sustainable Ingredients
Functional properties
of ingredients
Characteristics of
ingredients

Who should apply for this course?
This course is designed for those who are interested in food and cooking and who enjoy being creative
with food. Learners who have chosen to follow it may wish to utilise their cookery knowledge and skills
at home, in the wider community or, ultimately, in the hospitality industry.

Possible Progression Routes




National 5 Hospitality: Practical Cake
Craft
Further study at SCQF level 6
Training

Career Opportunities


careers in the hospitality industry

Page

A cost of around £50 to £60 per year for participation in this course (Estimated)
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Cost of Consumables for full academic year June - May

S3(b) and S4: National Qualifications

Faculty of Health and Wellbeing
Hospitality: Practical Cookery – National 5
Course Aims
The course, which is practical and experiential in nature, develops a range of cookery skills and food
preparation techniques, as well as planning, organisational and time management skills, in hospitality-related
contexts. Through its emphasis on safety and hygiene, the course instils in candidates an understanding of the
need to follow safe and hygienic practices in many cookery contexts. It also develops the thinking skills of
remembering, understanding and applying, and aspects of numeracy.
This course aims to further develop learners’ life skills and enhance their personal effectiveness in terms of
cookery and to provide a set of skills for those who wish to progress to further study in the hospitality
context.

Recommended Entry Requirements
Entry to this course is at the discretion of the centre; however, the following experience would be
beneficial:


Fourth curriculum level or the National 4 Hospitality: Practical Cookery course or equivalent
qualifications and/or experience prior to starting this course.

Course Specification
The course consists of three units at N5:
Cookery Skills, Techniques and Processes
This Unit aims to develop learners’ basic cookery skills and food preparation techniques, and the ability to
follow simple cookery processes, in the context of producing simple dishes. Learners will also develop a basic
understanding of the importance of safety and hygiene and the ability to follow safe and hygienic practices at
all times.
Understanding and Using Ingredients
This Unit aims to develop learners’ basic knowledge and understanding of ingredients and their uses. It also
addresses the importance of sustainability and the responsible sourcing of ingredients and the impact of their
choice on health and wellbeing. Learners will develop a basic ability to select and use appropriate ingredients
in the preparation of simple dishes and to do so safely and hygienically.
Organisational Skills for Cooking
This Unit aims to develop learners’ basic planning, organisational and time management skills and their
awareness of the key attributes relevant to the hospitality industry. Learners will acquire the ability to follow
simple recipes, to plan and produce simple dishes and meals for specified occasions and to work safely and
hygienically.

Assessment Specification
Course Assessment
The learner will be assessed by a question paper and a practical assignment.

National 5 Hospitality: Practical Cake Craft
Further study at SCQF level 6
Training

Cost of Consumables
A cost of around £60 to £70 for participation in this course.

Employment:


Careers in the hospitality industry
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Page

Possible Progression Routes

S3(a) Skills Experience (June- December)

Faculty of Humanities
Geography
Course Content and Structure
Unit/Topic

Unit 1
‘Mapping &
Tracking
Unit’

Unit 2
‘Mountain
to Sea Unit’

Unit 3
‘Natural
Regions of
the World’

Description

Skills Covered

Pupils will be learning and practicing Geographical
Skills, with particular emphasis on OS Map Skills, use
of Geographic Information Systems (GIS) on
computers and Global Positioning Systems (GPS). It
will be heavily pupil-led learning, at their own pace.
There will be opportunities for self and peer
assessment, team-work, use of ICT and getting out
the classroom.
Pupils will be studying a case study of the River Don
from its source in the Cairngorms, through Inverurie,
to its mouth in Aberdeen. Within this unit, they will
attend at least a one-day field-trip, and look at how
to collect, process and analyse field-work data. They
will also look at the Physical Geography of the local
landscape and land-uses.
Pupils will be studying four Natural Regions of the
world: Rainforests, Deserts, Mediterranean and
Tundra. They will look at the climates of these
regions, the landscape and environmental problems
that can occur there. They will also look at threats to
seas and oceans of the world.







OS Map Skills
Use of GIS & GPS
Team-Work
Self-Assessment
Peer Assessment



Collecting, processing
& analysing field-work
data
Group-work/cooperative learning
Research
Literacy & numeracy









Literacy and numeracy
Analysing and
evaluating
Geographical data
Construction of graphs

Who should apply for this course?
Any pupil who enjoyed Geography in S1/S2 and wishes to get involved in a subject with a good mix of a
practical work and knowledge-based content. Pupils who enjoy the outdoors, with an interest perhaps in
Duke of Edinburgh/Scouts/Cadets, and the landscape and wider world around them.

Possible Progression Routes




National Geography in S3/4
Higher Geography in S5/6
Advanced Higher Geography in S6

Career Opportunities






A huge range- some listed below
Ecology/Geology/Hydrology
Leisure & Recreation/Travel & Tourism
Town & Country Planning
Environmental Sector & Teaching

Page

£15 (approximately) for the S3 field-trip.
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Cost of Consumables for full academic year June - May

S3(b) and S4: National Qualifications

Faculty of Humanities
Geography- National 4/5
Course Aims
You will study a broad range of ‘Physical’ and ‘Human’ Geographical topics, as well as studying two significant ‘Global
Issues’ topics. You will learn how to utilise a range of techniques and geographic skills such as map reading, data
collection, ICT and problem-solving. You will broaden your understanding of the physical and human landscapes of the
world and their interaction. There will be opportunities for practical activities, including fieldwork.

Recommended Entry Requirements
This is at the discretion of the school/teacher but you would normally be expected to have successfully completed S1
and S2 Geography courses.

Course Specification
This Course has four mandatory Units, including the Added Value Unit. Within each Unit there is a considerable degree
of flexibility in contexts which can be studied to allow personalisation and choice.
Physical Environments: In this Unit, learners will develop geographical skills and techniques in the context of physical
environments. Key topics include: location of landscape type (Glacial and Coastal); formation of key landscape
features; land use management and sustainability; and UK Weather Systems.
Human Environments: Learners will study and compare developed and developing countries drawn from a global
context. Key topics include: contrasts in Development; world Population distribution and change; and issues in
changing Urban and Rural landscapes. Personalisation and choice is possible through contexts chosen as case studies.
Global Issues: The topics covered here are ‘Environmental Hazards’ (earthquakes, volcanoes and tropical storms) and
‘Global Climate Change’. Learners will study major global issues and the strategies adopted to manage these.

Assessment Specification
N5: The course award is based on an exam paper and an ‘Assignment’ task. The exam paper will have 80 marks out of a
total of 100 marks in N5 (exam is 2 hours 20 minutes). The question paper is therefore worth 80% of the overall marks
for the Course assessment. The assignment is marked out of 20 and is therefore worth 20% of the overall marks for the
Course assessment. The Course assessment is graded A–D. The grade is determined on the basis of the total mark for
all Course assessments together.
N4: To achieve the National 4 Geography Course, learners must pass all of the required Units (three unit assessments,
one for each topic), including the Added Value Unit. All Units are internally assessed against the requirements shown in
the Unit Specification. National 4 Courses are not graded (pass/fail only).

N5 Geography (if N4 completed)
Higher Geography in S5/6
Advanced Higher Geography in S6








A huge range- some listed below
Ecology/Geology/Hydrology
Leisure & Recreation/Travel & Tourism
Town & Country Planning
Environmental Sector
Teaching & Academia

Cost of Consumables - Approximately £15 for the National Geography field-trip
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Possible Progression Routes

S3(a) Skills Experience (June- December)

Faculty of Humanities

History: ‘Making our Modern World’
Course Content and Structure
Unit/Topic

Unit 1
World War
Two

Unit 2
The Cold War

Unit 3
The Swinging
Sixties

Description

Skills Covered

The defining moment in 20th Century History is World
War Two. It has shaped the world as we know it today
– from the foundation of countries like North and
South Korea; to the peacekeeping work of the UN. Find
out what exactly happened during the Second World
War - from why Hitler dragged the world into war; how
Churchill inspired Britain to “never surrender” during
the horror of the Blitz; and whether America was
morally right to drop the Atomic Bomb in Japan.

After WW2, the world changed. New countries
emerged and political ideologies spread pitching
Capitalism versus Communism. Study the Cold War to
find out just how close America and Russia came to
starting World War 3 in the 1940s – 1980s.
What do The Beatles, Mary Quant’s mini skirt, Colour
television, England winning the World Cup and
Feminism have in common? They shaped Britain
during the Swinging Sixties. Just 15 years after the
doom and gloom of the Second World War, Britain
entered a decade of rapid change. We will be
investigating the period that allowed teenagers and
young adults the liberties that their parents had
fought for, and created radical new technology that
seems outdated today. Come and find out just what
made the Sixties so Swinging.





















Conflict resolution
Literacy and numeracy
Research and
information-handling
Analysing and evaluating
Teamwork
Presenting
ICT
Literacy and numeracy
Research and
information-handling
Analysing and evaluating
Teamwork
Presenting
ICT

Literacy and numeracy
Research and
information-handling
Analysing and evaluating
Teamwork
Presenting
ICT

Who should apply for this course?
Open to any and all interested pupils who wish to learn more about how our 21st Century society was
shaped on a global or national scale.

National 4/5 History
Higher History
Advanced Higher History
National 4/5 Modern Studies
Higher Politics







Journalism
Law
Archival and Research
Media
Teaching
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Career Opportunities

Page

Possible Progression Routes

S3(b) and S4: National Qualifications

Faculty of Humanities
History – National 3/4/5
Course Aims
The main aims of the Course are to develop:






a conceptual understanding of the past
a range of skills including the ability to apply a straightforward historical perspective and comment on
historical sources in a range of contexts
a straightforward knowledge and understanding of the factors contributing to, and the impact of, historical
events
the skills of investigating historical events and forming views
the skills of explaining historical events, and drawing straightforward conclusions

Recommended Entry Requirements
This is at the discretion of the school/teacher.

Course Specification
Historical Study: British – The Atlantic Slave Trade 1770 - 1807
Learners will develop knowledge and understanding of the reasons for the development of the slave trade, its effect
on British society and the campaign seeking its abolition.
Historical Study: European and World – Free at Last? Civil Rights in the USA, 1918–1968
Learners will develop knowledge and understanding of the reasons for racial and gender inequalities in the United
States across the twentieth century, focussing on the closing of the Open Door policies on immigration, treatment of
ethnic minorities and the Civil Rights campaign led by Martin Luther King Jnr. and Malcolm X.
Historical Study: Scottish – The Era of the Great War 1910 - 1928
Learners will develop knowledge and understanding of the causes of the war, the experience of Scottish soldiers
fighting on the Western Front, the impact of the war on Scottish society, industry and politics.
In addition, pupils will also complete a research assignment on a topic of their choosing from the above areas
studied.

Assessment Specification
National 5 – Learners will have to sit an exam worth 80 marks in 2 hours 20 minutes, and a research assignment.
National 4 – Learners will complete three unit assessments internally and a research assignment.

Higher History
Advanced Higher History
High achieving pupils may also be considered
for other Humanities subjects

Cost of Consumables

- None.






Journalism
Law
Archival and Research
Media



Teaching
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Possible Progression Routes

S3(a) Skills Experience (June- December)

Faculty of Humanities
Modern Studies
Course Content and Structure
Unit/Topic

Unit 1
Broken
Britain

Unit 2
Democracy
in the UK

Unit 3
Politics of
Aid

Description

Skills Covered

In this unit, you will learn about the different
societies within the United Kingdom. At a time when
the gap between the richest and poorest is
widening, you’ll learn about why this gap exists, how
it can be measured and what both is and could be
done to address the issues.




Ever wondered what duck-houses, ‘Plebgate’ and a
mad King have to do with British democracy? Then
good news, this unit looks at these things and much
more. You’ll learn how rules and laws of the land are
made, as well as how you can influence this process.





Active citizenship
Literacy and numeracy
Team building and
leadership

In an era of Brexit, Trump and the growth of the farright, looking as the politics of how countries
support each other has never been more important.
You’ll learn about the different kinds of aid, why it’s
controversial, the countries in receipt of aid, as well
as considering the future.





Conflict resolution
Literacy and numeracy
Analysing and
evaluating



Literacy and numeracy
Research and
information-handling
Analysing and
evaluating

Who should apply for this course?
Open to any and all interested pupils who wish to learn more about the world; how it works (or
doesn’t, as they case might be); how society is structured; and, how they can influence decisions
being made which affect their lives.

Possible Progression Routes





National 5 Modern Studies
Higher Modern Studies
Higher Politics
Higher Sociology

Career Opportunities





Civil service
Journalism
Law
Politics

Page

None
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Cost of Consumables for full academic year June - May

S3(b) and S4: National Qualifications

Faculty of Humanities
Modern Studies – National 4/5
Course Aims
Modern Studies is a subject that above all aims to provide you with the skills to understand and analyse the modern
world; how society is run, your place within it and what issues face people within society.

Recommended Entry Requirements
This is at the discretion of the school/teacher but you would normally be expected to have successfully completed
S1 and S2 Modern Studies courses.

Course Specification
National 4/5 Modern Studies has 4 units, including the Added Value Unit. These are outlined below.
Modern Studies: Democracy in Scotland. Learners will develop a knowledge and understanding of: Scottish
democracy and politics; the main Scottish political institutions; the ways in which society is informed about politics
to participate political decision-making; and, their rights and responsibilities in a democratic society.
Modern Studies: Crime and Law. Learners will develop knowledge and understanding of: crime and the law in
Scotland; the causes of crime, the impact of crime on individuals and society and the role of individuals, the police,
the legal system and the state in tackling crime.
Modern Studies: World Power (the USA). Learners will develop knowledge and understanding of: the political
system in the USA, social and economic inequalities that ethnic minorities face; and, examine issues such as
immigration and gun control in the USA.

Assessment Specification
National 4/5 Modern Studies has two main assessments. These are briefly outlined below.

-

Exam (80 marks): A 2 hour 20 minute exam, set and marked by the SQA, covering key
course content and important Enquiry Skills.

-

Assignment (20 marks): Pupils conduct individual research on a Modern Studies topic
and then write up their findings within one hour under examination
conditions. Marked by the SQA.

Possible Progression Routes






National 4 to National 5 Modern Studies
Higher Modern Studies
Advanced Higher Modern Studies
Higher Politics
Further and Higher education

Career Opportunities






Journalism
Law
Politics
Research
Social work

Cost of Consumables

Page
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There are no consumables required for this course.

S3(a) Skills Experience (June- December)

Faculty of Humanities

Philosophy
Course Content and Structure
Unit/Topic

Description

Skills Covered
Pupils will:

Socrates,
Plato and
Aristotle

An introduction to the teachings and philosophical
contributions of ancient Greek philosophers and their
relevance today.

Develop knowledge and
understanding of philosophical
techniques, issues and concepts
which are relevant in many areas
of human life and discourse.
Develop critical, analytical and
evaluative skills which will allow
them to examine the reasoning
and assumptions on which
arguments are based.
Pupils will:

Philosophical
Enquiry

Philosophical enquiry involves exploring beliefs, values,
practices and traditions through critical thinking,
reflection and analysis. It also allows learners to explore
these issues in relation to their existential meaning.

Develop the skills of reflection,
discernment, critical thinking and
deciding how to act when making
moral decisions.
Explore questions and ethical
issues from a philosophical
standpoint, presenting their own
ideas and opinions in a reasoned
and structured manner.

Who should apply for this course?
Successful completion of core RMPS courses.

Career Opportunities




National 5/Higher Philosophy
National 5/Higher RMPS

Philosophy is the ultimate "transferable work
skill." With its emphasis on reason and
argumentation, philosophy is an excellent
preparation for a career in many areas
including law, education, business,
international diplomacy, social work, medicine
or writing as well as post-graduate education.
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Possible Progression Routes

S3(b) and S4: National Qualifications

Faculty of Humanities
Philosophy – National 5
Course Aims
The main aims of the Course are to:






develop basic knowledge and understanding of philosophy and philosophers;
develop critical thinking, analytical and evaluative skills appropriate to philosophy;
encourage learners’ ability to engage with abstract thought;
offer learners insight into the ideas of others which might be different from their own;
develop communication skills appropriate to philosophy.

Recommended Entry Requirements
Successful completion of S3 Philosophy course and those with an interest in philosophy.

Course Specification
The Course has three areas of study. Each area offers opportunities for candidates to focus on particular skills.
Arguments in Action: Learners will develop the ability to examine and assess the reliability of simple arguments.
Knowledge and Doubt: Learners will examine theories regarding the nature of knowledge and how it is acquired. They
are introduced to criticisms of these theories.
Moral Philosophy: Learners examine theories regarding moral decision-making and how these theories might be
applied to specific situations. They are introduced to criticisms of these theories.

Assessment Specification
Component 1 - Question Paper: The question paper samples philosophical knowledge and understanding from across
the course. Learners are required to integrate and apply knowledge and understanding to respond to questions. The
question paper is worth 80 marks and constitutes 80% of the course assessment.

Component 2 – Assignment: Learners are expected to choose and investigate a philosophical question or claim, and
produce a report based on this investigation. The assignment is worth 20 marks and constitutes 20% of the course
assessment.





Higher Philosophy Course
Higher Religious, Moral and Philosophical
Studies Course
Other SQA qualifications in social studies, social
science or related areas at SCQF level 5 or
SCQF level 6

Philosophy is the ultimate "transferable work
skill." With its emphasis on reason and
argumentation, philosophy is an excellent
preparation for a career in many areas including
law, education, business, international
diplomacy, social work, medicine or writing as
well as post-graduate education.
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S3(a) Skills Experience (June- December)

Faculty of Mathematics
Maths: Numeracy/Statistics
Course Content and Structure
Unit/Topic

Description
This course will cover Numeracy at all levels and is
excellent preparation for work in the Senior Phase.

Numeracy

Statistics

Numeracy is an essential part in Courses at National
3, 4 and 5

This gives an opportunity for pupils to work with
real life data and do analysis on this

Skills Covered




Number
Money
Measure




Collection of data
Interpretation

Who should apply for this course?

In S3 and S4 at Inverurie Academy, Maths is a compulsory subject.

Possible Progression Routes
All National Qualification Courses at




National 3
National 4
National 5

Cost of Consumables for full academic year June – May

Page
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There is no cost

S3(b) and S4: National Qualifications

Faculty of Mathematics
Mathematics - National 5
Course Aims
This course enables learners to acquire and apply operational skills necessary for developing mathematical ideas
through symbolic representation and diagrams. They will select and apply mathematical techniques and will
develop their understanding of the interdependencies within mathematics. In addition, learners will develop
mathematical reasoning skills and will gain experience in making informed decisions.

Recommended Entry Requirements
This is at the discretion of the school/teacher but you would normally be expected to have attained one of the
following:



Has passed all 4 Mandatory Units at Mathematics National 4
Successfully passed Application of Mathematics National 5 with Grades A-C

Course Specification
The course has three units. The units are similar to those for National 4 but you will be expected to produce a
higher standard of work:




Expressions and Formulae
Relationships
Applications

Assessment Specification
The Course is assessed externally by an SQA Examination covering the content from all the 3 Units and is graded
depending on the performance of the Candidate. The Assessment will comprise of 2 papers and in one of these a
calculator will not be allowed

Possible Progression Routes
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Higher Mathematics
National 5 Mathematics
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S3(b) and S4: National Qualifications

Faculty of Mathematics
Mathematics
National 4
Course Aims
This course enables learners to acquire and apply operational skills necessary for developing mathematical ideas
through symbolic representation and diagrams. They will select and apply mathematical techniques and will
develop their understanding of the interdependencies within mathematics. In addition, learners will develop
mathematical reasoning skills and will gain experience in making informed decisions

Recommended Entry Requirements
This is at the discretion of the school/teacher but you would normally be expected to have attained one of the
following:


To progress to National 4 Mathematics students will have passed all 3 mandatory Units at National 3

Course Specification
There are 4 Mandatory Units of Mathematics National 4:






Expressions and Formulae
Relationships
Numeracy
Test covering the content of all the 3 Units mentioned

Assessment Specification

All the above units are internally assessed on a pass/fail basis and the overall Course Award is dependent on
learners passing all of the four Mandatory units.

National 5 Mathematics
National 5 Application of Mathematics

Page
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Possible Progression Routes

S3(b) and S4: National Qualifications

Faculty of Mathematics
Application of Mathematics: National 5
Course Aims
Through real-life contexts, you will learn how to apply mathematical operational skills that are directly relevant
to life and work. You will develop your mathematical reasoning skills, your creativity, and your ability to draw
conclusions and make and justify decisions. The course will include the freestanding Unit in Numeracy at SCQF
level 5.

Recommended Entry Requirements
This is at the discretion of the school/teacher but you would normally be expected to have attained one of the
following:



Passed all 4 Mandatory Units in Application of Mathematics National 4
Passed all 4 Mandatory Units in Mathematics National 4

Course Specification
The course has three units. The units are similar to those for National 4 but you will be expected to produce a
higher standard of work.





Managing Finance and Statistics
Geometry and Measures
Numeracy

Assessment Specification
The Course is assessed externally by an SQA Examination covering the content from all the 3 Units and is graded
depending on the performance of the Candidate. The Assessment will comprise of 2 papers and in one of these a
calculator will not be allowed
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Possible Progression Routes

S3(a) Skills Experience (June- December)

Faculty of MODERN LANGUAGES
FRENCH
Course Content and Structure
Unit/Topic

Unit 1

Unit 2

Description

Skills Covered

School and daily routine.






Reading
Listening
Speaking
Writing

Home area and comparative studies of life in the
countries of the target language.






Reading
Listening
Speaking
Writing

Who should apply for this course?
Students with a genuine interest in language learning and an appreciation of the benefits of possessing
skills in other languages.

National Qualifications N3 - AH
Skills in Life and Work awards
Higher / Further Education

Language learning promotes a wide
variety of transferable skills appropriate to
any career.
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S3(b) and S4: National Qualifications

Faculty of Modern Languages
FRENCH – National 4/5
Course Aims
This course offers you the opportunity to develop detailed language skills in meaningful contexts of culture, society,
learning and work. You will read, listen, talk and write in the target language, and reflect how this relates to English.
You will also learn to understand how language works and how to get across information and ideas.
You will study a wide range of different types of texts in different media. You will also learn to think critically, creatively
and develop cultural awareness.

Recommended Entry Requirements
This is at the discretion of the school/teacher but you would normally be expected to have –
 Enjoyed your experiences so far in language learning.

Course Specification
The course has two compulsory units, plus an added value unit that assesses your practical skills
Understanding Language
In this unit you will:
 develop reading and listening skills in the target language.
 develop your knowledge of straightforward language in the contexts of society, learning, employability and
culture
Using Language
In this unit you will:
 develop talking and writing skills in the target language
 develop your knowledge of straightforward language in the contexts of society, learning, employability and
culture.
Added Value Unit: National 4 - Assignment
In this unit you will:
 select relevant information from at least two written texts
 make a spoken presentation in the target language, and respond appropriately to questions in the target
language
Added Value Unit : National 5 - Assessment
In this unit you will:
•
deliver a presentation and conversation in the target language.
•
sit one question paper testing your reading and writing skills, and a second one testing your listening skills.

Assessment Specification
National 4 - Your teacher will assess your work on an ongoing basis throughout the course. Items of work might include:

practical work – reading, speaking or listening to texts

written work – producing straightforward texts or reports
You must pass both units plus the added value unit to gain the course qualification.
National 5 - Your teacher will assess your work on an ongoing basis throughout the course. Items of work might include:
•
practical work – reading, speaking or listening to texts
•
written work – producing detailed texts or reports
•
class-based exams
You will also sit a written exam marked by the Scottish Qualification Authority, including a Writing assignment.
The course assessment is graded A-D. Your grade will depend on the total mark for all the units in your course.
Pupils will follow a common course in the same class during S4. Depending on progress they will be presented for
either the National 4 award or the National 5 award.
Higher French / German / Spanish
National 4 / 5 in another language



Language learning promotes a wide variety of
transferable skills appropriate to any career.

Cost of Consumables – There are no consumables required for this course
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S3(a) Skills Experience (June- December)

Faculty of MODERN LANGUAGES
GERMAN
Course Content and Structure
Unit/Topic

Description

Skills Covered

School and daily routine.






Reading
Listening
Speaking
Writing

Home area and comparative studies of life in the
countries of the target language.






Reading
Listening
Speaking
Writing

Unit 1

Unit 2

Who should apply for this course?
Students with a genuine interest in language learning and an appreciation of the benefits of possessing
skills in other languages.

National Qualifications N3 - AH
Skills in Life and Work awards
Higher / Further Education

Language learning promotes a wide
variety of transferable skills appropriate to
any career.
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S3(b) and S4: National Qualifications

Faculty of Modern Languages
GERMAN – National 4/5
Course Aims
This course offers you the opportunity to develop detailed language skills in meaningful contexts of culture, society,
learning and work. You will read, listen, talk and write in the target language, and reflect how this relates to English.
You will also learn to understand how language works and how to get across information and ideas.
You will study a wide range of different types of texts in different media. You will also learn to think critically, creatively
and develop cultural awareness.

Recommended Entry Requirements
This is at the discretion of the school/teacher but you would normally be expected to have –
 Enjoyed your experiences so far in language learning.

Course Specification
The course has two compulsory units, plus an added value unit that assesses your practical skills
Understanding Language
In this unit you will:
 develop reading and listening skills in the target language.
 develop your knowledge of straightforward language in the contexts of society, learning, employability and
culture
Using Language
In this unit you will:
 develop talking and writing skills in the target language
 develop your knowledge of straightforward language in the contexts of society, learning, employability and
culture.
Added Value Unit: National 4 - Assignment
In this unit you will:
 select relevant information from at least two written texts
 make a spoken presentation in the target language, and respond appropriately to questions in the target
language
Added Value Unit : National 5 - Assessment
In this unit you will:
•
deliver a presentation and conversation in the target language.
•
sit one question paper testing your reading and writing skills, and a second one testing your listening skills .

Assessment Specification
National 4 - Your teacher will assess your work on an ongoing basis throughout the course. Items of work might include:

practical work – reading, speaking or listening to texts

written work – producing straightforward texts or reports
You must pass both units plus the added value unit to gain the course qualification.
National 5 - Your teacher will assess your work on an ongoing basis throughout the course. Items of work might include:
•
practical work – reading, speaking or listening to texts
•
written work – producing detailed texts or reports
•
class-based exams
You will also sit a written exam marked by the Scottish Qualification Authority, including a Writing assignment.
The course assessment is graded A-D. Your grade will depend on the total mark for all the units in your course.
Pupils will follow a common course in the same class during S4. Depending on progress they will be presented for
either the National 4 award or the National 5 award.
Higher French / German / Spanish
National 4 / 5 in another language



Language learning promotes a wide variety of
transferable skills appropriate to any career.

Cost of Consumables – There are no consumables required for this course
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S3(a) Skills Experience (June- December)

Faculty of MODERN LANGUAGES
SPANISH
Course Content and Structure
Unit/Topic

Description

Skills Covered

Unit 1

School and daily routine.






Unit 2

Home area and comparative studies of life in the
countries of the target language.






Reading
Listening
Speaking
Writing

Reading
Listening
Speaking
Writing

Who should apply for this course?
Students with a genuine interest in language learning and an appreciation of the benefits of possessing
skills in other languages.

National Qualifications N3 - AH
Skills in Life and Work awards
Higher / Further Education

Language learning promotes a wide
variety of transferable skills appropriate to
any career.
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S3(b) and S4: National Qualifications

Faculty of Modern Languages
SPANISH – National 4/5
Course Aims
This course offers you the opportunity to develop detailed language skills in meaningful contexts of culture, society,
learning and work. You will read, listen, talk and write in the target language, and reflect how this relates to English.
You will also learn to understand how language works and how to get across information and ideas.
You will study a wide range of different types of texts in different media. You will also learn to think critically, creatively
and develop cultural awareness.

Recommended Entry Requirements
This is at the discretion of the school/teacher but you would normally be expected to have –
 Enjoyed your experiences so far in language learning.

Course Specification
The course has two compulsory units, plus an added value unit that assesses your practical skills
Understanding Language
In this unit you will:
 develop reading and listening skills in the target language.
 develop your knowledge of straightforward language in the contexts of society, learning, employability and
culture
Using Language
In this unit you will:
 develop talking and writing skills in the target language
 develop your knowledge of straightforward language in the contexts of society, learning, employability and
culture.
Added Value Unit: National 4 - Assignment
In this unit you will:
 select relevant information from at least two written texts
 make a spoken presentation in the target language, and respond appropriately to questions in the target
language
Added Value Unit : National 5 - Assessment
In this unit you will:
•
deliver a presentation and conversation in the target language.
•
sit one question paper testing your reading and writing skills, and a second one testing your listening skills.

Assessment Specification
National 4 - Your teacher will assess your work on an ongoing basis throughout the course. Items of work might include:

practical work – reading, speaking or listening to texts

written work – producing straightforward texts or reports
You must pass both units plus the added value unit to gain the course qualification.
National 5 - Your teacher will assess your work on an ongoing basis throughout the course. Items of work might include:
•
practical work – reading, speaking or listening to texts
•
written work – producing detailed texts or reports
•
class-based exams
You will also sit a written exam marked by the Scottish Qualification Authority, including a Writing assignment.
The course assessment is graded A-D. Your grade will depend on the total mark for all the units in your course.
Pupils will follow a common course in the same class during S4. Depending on progress they will be presented for
either the National 4 award or the National 5 award.
Higher French / German / Spanish
National 4 / 5 in another language



Language learning promotes a wide variety of
transferable skills appropriate to any career.

Cost of Consumables – There are no consumables required for this course
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S3(a) Skills Experience (June- December)

Faculty of Science
Biology
Course Content and Structure
Unit/Topic

Biology Skills
Primer

Life on Earth

Description

Skills Covered

The study of Biology covers a very wide range of
areas from ecosystems to individual genes, but
there are common skills required to study these
different areas and communicate the findings.
Pupils will be introduced to these skills and
techniques through practical and written
scenarios.




In our natural environment, organisms interact
with each other and non-living factors. Through
research and practical investigation, pupils will
develop the skills needed to uncover these
relationships and communicate their findings.









Experimental design
Presentation of
experimental work
Use of equipment
Biological terminology
and more
Techniques used to
investigate an ecosystem
Presenting data and
analysis
Research skills

Who should apply for this course?
This course would suit those looking to increase their understanding of Biology and some of the
methods used to study it. It will develop skills and language to enable further study in Biology or related
subject area. Those interested in a career where a Biology qualification is required should take this.

National 5 Biology






Environmental work
Medicine/Dentistry/ Veterinary Medicine
Nursing/Child care
Laboratory work
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S3(b) and S4: National Qualifications

Faculty of Science
Biology – National 5
Course Aims
Biology – the study of living organisms – affects us all. You will find out how Biology is helping to find
solutions to world problems. Further information can be found on the SQA website.

Recommended Entry Requirements
This is at the discretion of the school/teacher but you would normally be expected to have attained one of
the following: S3 (Level 4 CfE) Biology or National 4 Biology
A reasonable level of mathematical problem solving is required for success at national 5

Course Specification
Biology is a hands-on subject that develops your analytical thinking, and helps you to solve problems
through experiments and research.
The course has three mandatory units:
Cell Biology
In this unit you will develop your skills of scientific enquiry by studying:
 cell structure; DNA; proteins and enzymes; genetic engineering; photosynthesis and respiration
Multicellular Organisms
In this unit you will study:
 cells, tissues and organs, stem cells; control and communication, reproduction, variation and
inheritance; effects of lifestyle choices on animal transport and exchange systems
Life on Earth
In this unit you will develop your investigation and analytical thinking skills by studying:
 biodiversity and the distribution of life and energy in ecosystems; use sampling techniques and
measurement of abiotic and biotic factors

Assessment Specification
The Course Assessment has two components, both marked by the SQA:
1 — Question Paper
2 — Assignment

100 marks
20 marks

The final grade will be calculated from these raw marks with the assignment worth 20% and the exam 80% of the
awarded grade.

The Course assessment is graded A–D. Your grade will depend on the total combined mark for both Course
Assessment components.
To gain a Course Award for National 4 Biology, you must pass all the Course Units, including the Added
Value Unit (Assignment). All assessment at National 4 Biology is internal.
Higher Biology
National 5 Chemistry or Physics
NESCOL Level 6 courses






Further study can lead to careers in
Laboratory Technician
Medicine, Veterinary Science, Nursing
Sport Science
Hairdressing and Beauty and many others

Cost of Consumables - There are no consumables required for this course.
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S3(a) Skills Experience (June- December)

Faculty of Science
Chemistry
Course Content and Structure
Unit/Topic

Description

Skills Covered


Chemistry
Skills Primer

Rates of
Reaction

Using the oil and associated industries as a focus,
pupils will lead the learning of the class on an
aspect of these industries that they have
researched. They will work in small groups to
achieve the task.

How do we make a reaction go faster or stop it
from going dangerously fast? How do we measure
how fast a reaction is going? Through planning and
carrying out investigations, pupils will develop
practical and thinking skills to prepare them for
studying chemistry further.










Researching,
processing and
presenting
Co-operative learning
Independent learning
Scientific Literacy
Data interpretation
Experimental design
Presentation of
experimental work
Use of equipment
Chemical terminology
and more

Who should apply for this course?
This course would suit those looking to increase their understanding of Chemistry and some of the
methods used to study it. It will develop skills and language to enable further study in Chemistry or
related subject area. Those interested in a career where a Chemistry qualification is required should take
this.

National 5 Chemistry






Environmental work
Medicine/Dentistry/ Veterinary Medicine
Engineering - chemical
Laboratory work
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S3(b) and S4: National Qualifications

Faculty of Science
Chemistry – National 5
Course Aims
Chemistry is vital to everyday life and allows us to understand and shape the world in which we live. You will learn
about the applications of chemistry in everyday contexts such as medicine, energy and industry, as well as its impact
on the environment and sustainability. Further information can be found on the SQA website.

Recommended Entry Requirements
This is at the discretion of the school/teacher but you would normally be expected to have attained one of the
following: S3 (Level 4 CfE) Chemistry or National 4 Chemistry.

Course Specification
The course has three mandatory units:
Chemical Changes and Structure
In this unit you will study: chemical reactions including rates of reaction and; reactions of acids and bases and their
impact on the environment; research atomic structure and bonding related to properties of materials
Nature’s Chemistry
In this unit you will learn about: the Earth’s rich supply of natural resources; how fossil fuels are extracted and
processed for use, the chemistry of using fuels and their effect on the environment; plants as a source of fuels,
carbohydrates and consumer products and how chemists use plants in the development of everyday products.
Chemistry in Society
In this unit you will study: the chemical reactions, properties and applications of metal and alloys; the use of fertilisers;
formation of elements, and the presence of background radiation; research the use of chemical analysis for monitoring
the environment

Assessment Specification
The Course Assessment has two components, both marked by the SQA:
1 — Question Paper

100 marks

2 — Assignment

20 marks

The final grade will be calculated from these raw marks with the assignment worth 20% and the exam 80% of the
awarded grade.
The Course assessment is graded A–D. Your grade will depend on the total combined mark for both Course Assessment
components.
To gain a Course Award for National 4 Chemistry, you must pass all the Course Units, including the Added Value Unit
(Assignment). All assessment at National 4 Chemistry is internal.

Higher Chemistry
National 5 Biology or Physics
NESCOL Level 6 courses

Cost of Consumables
There are no consumables required for this course.






Laboratory Technician
Medicine, Veterinary Science, Nursing
Chemical Engineer
And many others
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S3(a) Skills Experience (June- December)

Faculty of Science
Subject Title: Environmental Science
Course Content and Structure
Unit/Topic

Environmental
Science Skills
Primer

Forces and
Energy

Elements and
Compounds

Description

Skills Covered

Environmental Science involves study of a
range of areas from Biology, Chemistry
and Physics. Pupils will develop the
practical, research and analytical skills
required to study these different areas
and communicate the findings.
Forces and energy are both at play all
around us but what effects do they have
on the world around us? Through
investigation pupils will develop an
understanding of how forces and energy
affects everything we do.
Chemical elements are the building
blocks that make everything in the
universe. Living things need these
elements to grow. Through practical
investigation, pupils will develop skills to
inform their understanding of this key
concept.






Laboratory skills and use of
equipment
Scientific literacy
Researching and presenting
Co-operative learning





Scientific investigation
Scientific numeracy
Independent and co-operative
learning




Experimental design
Presentation of practical work

Who should apply for this course?
This course would suit those looking to develop an understanding of Science in the world around us. It
will enable development of the skills, methods and language used to study Environmental Science or
related subject areas. Those interested in a career where a broad understanding of Science is useful
should take this.

National 3 or National 4 Environmental
Science






Environmental work
Agriculture
Veterinary nursing
Laboratory work
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S3(b) and S4: National Qualifications

Faculty of Science
Environmental Science – N3/4
Course Aims
Environmental Science is an inter-disciplinary subject, which studies natural processes and environmental
resources and how they are affected by humans.

Recommended Entry Requirements
This is at the discretion of the school/teacher but you would normally be expected to have attained one of the
following: S3 (Level 3 CfE) Physics, Chemistry, Biology or Science

Course Specification
The Course has four Units. The Units are:
Living Environment - Learners will develop skills and carry out practical and other learning activities related to
ecosystems, interrelationships, and biodiversity.
Earth’s Resources - Learners will investigate the source, formation, extraction and use of resources, while
considering physical, biological, renewable & non-renewable resources.
Sustainability - Learners will develop skills and carry out practical and other learning activities related to natural
resources and the impact of human activities on them. This will focus on the main themes of food, water, energy,
and waste management.
Added Value Unit- In this Unit, learners will draw on and extend the skills they have learned from across the
other Units and demonstrate the breadth of knowledge and skills acquired, in unfamiliar contexts and/or
integrated ways.

Assessment Specification
To gain the Course Award for Environmental Science, you must pass all the appropriate Course Units. All
assessment is internal. Assessment evidence will be gathered as appropriate as pupil’s progress through the
course.
Course Unit Assessment consists of three tasks: a scientific report of an experiment or practical investigation; a
short scientific report of a research investigation; a set of questions.
Added Value Unit (Assignment) will require learners to investigate a topical issue in approx. 8 hours of class time
and produce a report or presentation, under supervision, in no more than two hours. This is usually in the form
of a personation poster or a short report. Only required for National 4 qualification

National 4 or 5 Biology, Chemistry or Physics
depending on level passed.

Cost of Consumables
There are no consumables required for this course.



Further study could lead to careers in
Biological Sciences, environmental or
animal work.
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S3(a) Skills Experience (June- December)

Faculty of Science
Physics
Course Content and Structure
Unit/Topic

Description

Skills Covered

How can we fire a rocket into space and know it will
get to Mars?
How do the police know the speeds of cars in
accidents?
Mechanics

Through studying, by research and
experimentation, the physics of moving objects
pupils will develop the skills needed to successfully
study physics further.






Manipulating formulae
Presenting data and
analysis
Research skills
Experimental skills

Who should apply for this course?
This course would suit those looking to increase their understanding of Physics and some of the
methods used to study it. It will develop skills and language to enable further study in Physics or related
subject area. Those interested in a career where a Physics qualification is required should take this.
Physics does require a reasonable level of mathematical ability to work with the formulas and carry out
the calculations. Those aiming for National 5 Mathematics should be able to complete the work.

National 5 Physics






Astronomy/Particle Physics
Engineer
Medicine/Dentistry/Veterinary Medicine
Electronics/Telecommunication/Computing
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S3(b) and S4: National Qualifications

Faculty of Science
Physics – National 5
Course Aims
Physics aims to give learners an insight into the underlying nature of our world and its place in the universe.
From the sources of the power we use, to the exploration of space, it covers a range of applications of the
relationships that have been discovered through experiment and calculation, including those used in modern
technology.

Recommended Entry Requirements
This is at the discretion of the school/teacher but you would normally be expected to have attained one of the
following: S3 (Level 4 CfE) Physics or National 4 Physics and be studying National 4 or 5 Mathematics

Course Specification
The course has three mandatory units and an assignment:
Electricity and Energy
In this unit you will: deepen your understanding of the applications of electricity and energy, and the implications
of this for society and the environment; learn about the key areas of energy transfer, heat and the gas laws.
Waves and Radiation
In this unit you will: increase your knowledge of the applications of waves and radiation and the implications of
this for society and the environment; investigate the key areas of waves and nuclear radiation.
Dynamics and Space
In this unit you will: learn more about the applications of dynamics and space and the implications of this for
society and the environment; investigate the key areas of kinematics, forces and space.

Assessment Specification
The Course Assessment has two components, both marked by the SQA:
1 — Question Paper
135 marks
2 — Assignment
20 marks
The final grade will be calculated from these raw marks with the assignment worth 20% and the exam 80% of the
awarded grade.
The Course assessment is graded A–D. Your grade will depend on the total combined mark for both Course
Assessment components.
To gain a Course Award for National 4 Physics, you must pass all the Course Units, including the Added Value
Unit (Assignment). All assessment at National 4 Physics is internal.

H Physics
N5 Chemistry or Biology
NESCOL Level 6 courses

Cost of Consumables
There are no consumables required for this course.






Engineering
Medical Physics
Astronomy
Financial Industry and many others
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S3(a) Skills Experience (June- December)

Faculty of Technical & Vocational Education
Practical Metalworking
Course Content and Structure
Topic

Description

Skills Covered

Bench Skills

You will learn a range of metalworking hand
tool skills such as bench-fitting work, sheetmetal work and measuring/marking out. Tasks
will involve learning to read and interpret
drawings/diagrams.






Machine
Processes

You will learn to develop your measuring and
marking out skills in using common metalwork
machines, equipment and related processes
work with an appropriate range of metals.

 Measuring
 Marking out
 Machine & Workshop safety

Fabrication
and Thermal
Joining

You will learn to develop skills in fabrication,
forming and joining of metalwork components.






Drawing plan interpretation
Measuring
Marking out
Workshop safety

Tool dexterity
Measuring
Marking out
Workshop safety

Who should apply for this course?
This course will give you a broad introduction to practical metalworking skills. You will learn the correct
use of tools and equipment, and a range of materials, processes and techniques. And, you will be able to
read and interpret diagrams, and work safely in a workshop-based setting. You will get to use some
creative skills, and plan your activities through to completing a finished product in metal.
The skills you learn in this course will help you move into career areas such as craft, design, engineering
and graphics.

Possible Progression Routes
 further study, employment and/or training
 SQA qualifications in Practical Metalwork

Career Opportunities






Art & Design
Construction
Engineering
Garage Services
Manufacturing Industries

Cost of Consumables for full academic year June - May

Page
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£15 for materials to manufacture practical projects

S3(b) and S4: National Qualifications

Faculty of Technical & Vocational Education
Practical Metalworking – National 5
Course Aims
This course will give you a broad introduction to practical metalworking skills. You will learn the correct use of tools and
equipment, and a range of materials, processes and techniques. And, you will be able to read and interpret diagrams,
and work safely in a workshop-based setting. You will get to use some creative skills, and plan your activities through to
completing a finished product in metal.
The skills you learn in this course will help you move into career areas such as craft, design, engineering and graphics.

Recommended Entry Requirements
This is at the discretion of the school/teacher but you would normally be expected to have attained one of the
following:



BGE Technology
National 4 Practical Metalworking

Course Specification
In this course you will develop manual dexterity and control skills in a specialist practical craft. You will learn about the
correct use of a range of tools, equipment and materials. The skills you learn in this course are also useful to other areas
such as woodworking. And, you will learn how to work effectively alongside others in a workshop environment.
The course comprises three areas of study.
Bench Skills: You will learn a range of metalworking hand tool skills including bench-fitting work, routine sheet-metal
work and measuring and marking out. Some tasks will involve complex features be able to read and interpret drawings
and diagrams showing both familiar and unfamiliar metalworking tasks.
Machine Processes: You will build your measuring and marking out skills develop skills in using common metalwork
machines, equipment and related processes work with an appropriate range of metals in both familiar and unfamiliar
contexts.
Fabrication and Thermal Joining: You will develop skills in fabrication, forming and joining of metalwork components
with some complex features develop skills in thermal joining techniques build your skills in measuring and marking out.

Assessment Specification
The course assessment has two components:
Component 1: question paper – worth 30% of the overall final grade.
Component 2: practical activity – worth 70% of the overall final grade.
For the practical activity you will be asked to make a product from metal. The product will be set annually by the SQA.
The question paper will be set and externally marked by SQA.

Possible Progression Routes



further study, employment and/or training
other SQA qualifications in Practical Metalwork
or related areas

Career Opportunities






Art & Design
Construction
Engineering
Garage Services
Manufacturing Industries

https://www.planitplus.net/Schools/SubjectCareerList?mysubject=Practical%20Metalworking

Cost of Consumables
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£15 for materials to manufacture practical projects.
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S3(a) Skills Experience (June- December)

Faculty of Technical & Vocational Education
Practical Woodworking
Course Content and Structure
Topic

Description

Skills Covered

Flat-frame
Construction

You will learn how to use woodworking tools
and learn how to make woodworking joints and
assemblies commonly used in flat-frame
joinery.
You will learn to read and use drawings and
diagrams depicting woodwork tasks.







Drawing plan interpretation
Tool dexterity
Measuring
Marking out
Workshop safety

Carcase
Construction

You will learn how make woodworking joints
and assemblies commonly used in carcase
construction. This will involve some features
and may include working with manufactured
board or with frames and panels use working
drawings or diagrams.







Drawing plan interpretation
Tool dexterity
Measuring
Marking out
Workshop safety

Who should apply for this course?
This course will give you a broad introduction to practical woodworking skills. You will learn the correct
use of tools and equipment, and a range of materials, processes and techniques. And, you will be able to
read and interpret diagrams, and work safely in a workshop-based setting. You will get to use some
creative skills, and plan your activities through to completing a finished product in wood.
The skills you learn in this course will help you move into career areas such as craft, design, engineering
and graphics.

Possible Progression Routes
 further study, employment and/or training
 SQA qualifications in Practical Metalwork

Career Opportunities





Art & Design
Construction
Joinery
Manufacturing Industries

Cost of Consumables for full academic year June - May
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£15 for materials to manufacture practical projects

S3(b) and S4: National Qualifications

Faculty of Technical & Vocational Education
Practical Woodworking – National 5
Course Aims
This course will give you a broad introduction to practical woodworking skills. You will learn the correct use of tools and
equipment, and a range of materials, processes and techniques. And, you will be able to read and interpret diagrams,
and work safely in a workshop-based setting. You will get to use some creative skills, and plan your activities through to
completing a finished product in wood.
The skills you learn in this course will help you move into career areas such as craft, design, engineering and graphics.

Recommended Entry Requirements
This is at the discretion of the school/teacher but you would normally be expected to have attained one of the
following:
 BGE Technology
 National 4 Practical Woodworking

Course Specification
This course will help you develop and enhance your practical, creative and problem solving skills. You will learn about
the correct use of a range of tools, equipment and a range of woodworking materials. And, you will learn how to work
effectively alongside others in a workshop environment.
You will develop an appreciation of safe working practices in a workshop setting. And, you will look at environmental
issues and good practice in recycling in a woodworking context.
The course comprises three areas of study.
Flat-frame Construction
You will learn how to use woodworking tools and learn how to make woodworking joints and assemblies commonly
used in flat-frame joinery. Some tasks will involve complex features be able to read and use drawings and diagrams
depicting both familiar and unfamiliar woodwork tasks.
Carcase Construction
You will make woodworking joints and assemblies commonly used in carcase construction. This will involve some
complex features and may include working with manufactured board or with frames and panels use working drawings
or diagrams, including unfamiliar contexts that require some interpretation on the part of the learner.
Machining and Finishing
You will learn how to use common machine and power tools and learn a variety of woodworking surface preparations
and finishing techniques.

Assessment Specification
The course assessment has two components:
Component 1: question paper – worth 30% of the overall final grade.
Component 2: practical activity – wort worth 30% of the overall final grade.
For the practical activity you will be asked to make a product from wood. The product will be set annually by the SQA.
The question paper will be set and externally marked by SQA.

Possible Progression Routes



further study, employment and/or training
other SQA qualifications in Practical
Woodworking or related areas

Career Opportunities





Art & Design,
Construction,
Engineering,
Manufacturing Industries

https://www.planitplus.net/Schools/SubjectCareerList?mysubject=Practical%20Metalworking
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S3(a) Skills Experience (June- December)

Faculty of Technical & Vocational Education
Graphic Communication
Course Content and Structure
Topic

2D Graphic
Communication

3D and Pictorial
Graphic
Communication

Description

Skills Covered

You will learn to creative and 2D graphic skills
within a communication context.
You will learn to initiate, develop and
communicate ideas using graphic techniques
in straightforward and familiar contexts
You will develop 2D graphic spatial awareness.
You will learn to develop 3D and pictorial
graphic skills within a communication context
You will learn to develop and communicate
ideas using graphic techniques in
straightforward and familiar contexts
You will develop 3D graphic spatial awareness.

 2D Graphical skills

 3D and Pictorial skills

Who should apply for this course?
Graphic Communication in all its forms is vital to society. It is a means of getting across information
visually using graphics. Graphic communication comes in many forms and various aspects of life
including education, industry and commerce.
This course is designed to increase your awareness of how graphics are used, and to learn about the
technology used to create them. You will create 2D, 3D and pictorial graphics with visual impact or that
transmits information, digitally and on paper.
The skills you learn in this course are useful in many career areas including Architecture, Surveying,
Engineering or Design and Marketing.

Possible Progression Routes
 further study, employment and/or training
 SQA qualifications in Practical Metalwork

Career Opportunities





Art & Design
Construction
Engineering
Manufacturing Industries

Cost of Consumables for full academic year June - May
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None

S3(b) and S4: National Qualifications

Faculty of Technical & Vocational Education
Graphic Communication – National 5
Course Aims
Graphic Communication in all its forms is vital to society. It is a means of getting across information visually
using graphics. Graphic communication comes in many forms and various aspects of life including education,
industry and commerce.
This course is designed to increase your awareness of how graphics are used, and to learn about the
technology used to create them. You will create 2D, 3D and pictorial graphics with visual impact or that
transmits information, digitally and on paper.
The skills you learn in this course are useful in many career areas including Architecture, Surveying,
Engineering or Design and Marketing.

Recommended Entry Requirements
This is at the discretion of the school/teacher but you would normally be expected to have attained one of the
following:
 BGE Technology
 National 4 Graphic Communication

Course Specification
This course will teach you how to read, interpret and create graphic communications. You will develop skills in
spatial awareness and visual language. And, you will learn how to use graphic communication equipment,
software and materials effectively. You will also look at how graphic communication technologies impact on
our environment and society.
The course has two areas of study:
2D Graphic Communication - In this unit you will:
 learn creative and 2D graphic skills within a communication context
 initiate, develop and communicate ideas using graphic techniques in straightforward and familiar contexts
 develop 2D graphic spatial awareness.
3D and Pictorial Graphic Communication - In this unit you will:
 develop creative and 3D and pictorial graphic skills within a communication context
 initiate, develop and communicate ideas using graphic techniques in straightforward and familiar contexts
 develop 3D graphic spatial awareness.

Assessment Specification
The course assessment has two components totalling 120 marks:
Component 1: question paper – worth 80 marks
Component 2: assignment – worth 40 marks.
For the assignment component, you will be asked to create a set of preliminary, production and promotional
graphics in answer to a brief and produce evidence of how you planned and evaluated your work. The
assignment component and the question paper will be set and externally assessed by the SQA.

Possible Progression Routes



further study, employment and/or training
SQA qualifications in Graphic
Communication Higher

Career Opportunities






Art & Design
ICT and Engineering disciplines
Construction
Manufacturing Industries
Science and Mathematics disciplines

https://www.planitplus.net/Schools/SubjectCareerList?mysubject=Graphic%20Communication
None.
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S3(a) Skills Experience (June- December)

Faculty of Technical & Vocational Education
Engineering Science
Course Content and Structure
Topic

Description

Skills Covered

Engineering
Contexts and
Challenges

You will explore engineered objects and
engineering problems/solutions. You will
consider existing/emerging technologies and
their challenges, looking at their effect on
environment, sustainable development,
economic and social issues.

Electronics
and Control

You will explore analogue and digital electronic
control systems, develop problem solving skills
through simulation.

You will develop a basic understanding of
Mechanisms simple mechanisms and structures, develop
and Structures problem solving skills through simulation and
practical projects.

 Produce Research
 Produce Analysis

 Problem Solving
 Calculations
 Simulation
 Problem Solving
 Calculations
 Simulation

Who should apply for this course?
Engineering is vital to everyday life; it shapes the world in which we live and its future. Engineers play
key roles in meeting the needs of society in fields which include climate change, medicine, IT and
transport. Our society needs more engineers, and more young people with an informed view of
engineering.
In this course you will develop and extend knowledge and understanding of key engineering concepts
and processes, and learn to apply these to a variety of problems. On completing the course you will
learn skills in: analysis and problem solving, engineering design, the use of equipment and materials, and
evaluation.
The skills you learn from this course are valuable for a wide range of career areas and industries. This
includes Engineering, Electronics, Oil, Renewable Energy Production, Science, Mechanics, Construction
and the Built Environment.

Possible Progression Routes
 Further study, employment and/or training
 SQA qualifications in Practical Metalwork

Career Opportunities





Engineering disciplines
Construction
Manufacturing Industries
Science and Mathematics disciplines

Page

None
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Cost of Consumables for full academic year June - May

S3(b) and S4: National Qualifications

Faculty of Technical & Vocational Education
Engineering Science – National 5
Course Aims
Engineering is vital to everyday life; it shapes the world in which we live and its future. Engineers play key roles in
meeting the needs of society in fields which include climate change, medicine, IT and transport. Our society needs
more engineers, and more young people with an informed view of engineering.
In this course you will develop and extend knowledge and understanding of key engineering concepts and
processes, and learn to apply these to a variety of problems. On completing the course you will learn skills in:
analysis and problem solving, engineering design, the use of equipment and materials, and evaluation.
The skills you learn from this course are valuable for a wide range of career areas and industries. This includes
Engineering, Electronics, Oil, Renewable Energy Production, Science, Mechanics, Construction and the Built
Environment.

Recommended Entry Requirements
This is at the discretion of the school/teacher but you would normally be expected to have attained the following:
 BGE Technology
 National 4 Engineering Science
 National 4 Mathematics

Course Specification
In this course you will develop a broad range of technological skills, including analysis, problem solving and design
skills. You will learn how to use equipment and materials, and evaluate products and systems. You will look at key
engineering concepts and processes and how to solve a variety of problems. You will also look at the impact of
engineering on society and the environment.
The course comprises three areas of study.
Engineering contexts and challenges: You will develop an understanding of engineering concepts by exploring a
range of engineered objects, engineering problems and solutions, explore some existing/emerging technologies
and their challenges. You will consider the implications relating to the environment, sustainable development and
economic and social issues.
Electronics and control: You will explore a range of key concepts and devices used in electronic control systems,
including analogue, digital and programmable systems, develop skills in problem-solving and evaluating through
simulation, practical projects and investigative tasks in a range of contexts.
Mechanisms and structures: You will develop an understanding of mechanisms & structures and skills in problemsolving and evaluating through simulation projects and investigative tasks in a range of contexts.

Assessment Specification

Possible Progression Routes



further study, employment and/or training
SQA qualifications in Engineering Science
Higher

Career Opportunities





Engineering disciplines
Construction
Manufacturing Industries
Science and Mathematics disciplines

Cost of Consumables
None
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The course assessment has two components totalling 160 marks:
Component 1: question paper – worth 110 marks (consisting of 2 sections, section 1 worth 20 marks and section
2 worth 90 marks)
Component 2: assignment – worth 50 marks.
For the assignment component, you will be asked to analyse and design a solution to an engineering problem.
Both the question paper and assignment component will be set and externally marked by the SQA.

