SQA EXAM RESULTS

I am very pleased to inform you that the SQA diet of examinations was successfully completed at the Academy. I am delighted to report that the students were a great credit to the school demonstrating first class behaviour and commitment throughout.

The SQA will deliver examination results to students’ homes on Tuesday 07 August. We urge all pupils to sign up for ‘My SQA’ (www.mysqa.info). They will need their Scottish Candidate number and an email address. Once enrolled in ‘My SQA’ pupils will receive their results by text or email on Tuesday 07 August sent by 09.00. Students who wish to use this service must register at MySQA and activate their individual account by Friday 20 July 2012.

While we all hope that hard work throughout the season will be reflected in the Grades achieved in the final certificate, it is possible that an unexpected underperformance can occur. The SQA appeals system, along with procedures here in school, exists to ensure that an appeal is made whenever possible. An appeal is submitted automatically when we have evidence to support a higher grade having been achieved across the whole course in school throughout the session. Please note that a formal request for an appeal to be submitted to the SQA is not required – you do not need to phone the Academy to action an appeal. However, should you have any urgent concerns you may wish to telephone the school. Confirmation of appeals able to be sent to the SQA will be available soon after the term starts. Guidance staff will keep pupils and parents informed of the process as necessary. On behalf of the Academy staff, I hope that your child receives good news and our students achieve the results they have been working hard for over the session.

Ian Hamilton (DHT)
INVERURIE ACADEMY SCHOOL FOOTBALL

Congratulations to Inverurie Academy boys’ football teams who have all won their respective league titles as members of the Aberdeenshire Schools Football Association.  This is a unique achievement which has never previously been achieved.  Over 85 boys have been involved with football at the Academy this season.  The Under 13 squad coached by Mrs Little and support by senior pupils Keiron Buxton and Dan Smith won their league comfortably as did the Under 14 squad who won all their league fixtures. The team also won the Regional AFC Trophy winning the final which was played at Pittodrie Stadium. The squad also won the Aberdeenshire Council Cup. Mr Massie has achieved great success with the team.  The Under 15 squad won their league for the third consecutive season and were disappointed to lose narrowly in the later stages of both the North of Scotland and Council Cup competitions. Mr Hepburn who coaches the team has been delighted with the success of the squad even although they have operated all season with a very small squad.

Our Senior squad won a closely fought Under 18 league title and lost in the JM Low Regional trophy final and in the later stages of the North of Scotland and Aberdeenshire Council cup competitions. The squad also enjoyed an extended run in the Scottish Cup. Thanks to Mr Watkinson for all his work with the team.  Next season the school intends running six teams with the addition of an Under 16 boys’ team who will play in the Scottish Cup and a Junior Girls team who will be entered in both league and cup competitions. The Junior girl’s team will allow S1.S2.and S.3 pupils to play competitive football for the school.  In addition to the staff previously mentioned Miss Brogan and Mr Prosser have agreed to be involved in a school football next session.

Mr Hepburn’s contribution to school football over the past 30 years was recognised by the Scottish Schools’ Football Association by the presentation of an engraved plate.

INSPIRE TO ASPIRE

Andrew Mair, Ellie Forbes, Dornie Burnett, Rachel Urquhart, Cara Anderson, Alastair Fyfe and Jess Smith (S4) all made the national finalist shortlist (from 25,000 entries) in the Inspire to Aspire awards which they completed as part of their RMPS course. All seven were invited to receive their certification from Olympian Katherine Grainger and Sir Craig Reedie at the national awards ceremony in Glasgow in June.

At the awards ceremony Dornie Burnett won 1st Gold, Rachel Urquhart won 2nd Gold, Alastair Fyfe won 3rd Gold and Andrew Mair won 2nd Silver – a fabulous achievement !
One of their teachers – Ms Carol Gollop was also awarded the Character Scotland School Award which recognises outstanding contributions to the Inspire to Aspire aim.

THANK YOU FILM AWARDS

Congratulations to Paul Patterson, Gabrielle Edward and Ciara Adams (S3) whose film was entered in the National Thank You Film Awards and achieved second place overall.  They were invited down to the Character Scotland Awards ceremony in June where they were presented with a Thank You Film Awards Branded Clapper Board and a Panasonic Video Camera for the school, plus an awards certificate.  Their film, includes an Original song written and sung by Julia Hart in S6, and is a thank you to all those who help contribute to the life of the school, and was dedicated to Steve Brown, our Supervisory Janitor who died in April this year.  It was screened at the awards, and is hosted on the Jubilee Centre website and the pupils will be featured in the Thank You magazine published later this summer.

GLOBAL CITIZENS IN THE MAKING

Congratulations to Gabrielle Edward, Ciara Adams and Carla Banks (S3) who made the National finalist shortlist in the Global Citizens in the Making awards which they completed as part of their RMPS course. They were invited to receive their certification from Olympian Katherine Grainger and Sir Craig Reedie from the IOC at the national awards ceremony in Glasgow in June.

At the event Gabrielle Edward won 2nd Gold and Ciara Adams won 3rd Gold

-another great achievement !
YOUNG ENTERPRISE

Inverurie Academy's Young enterprise teams have been incredibly successful this year. Fit Like and Bottle It both made it to the Grampian finals. The event was a brilliant experience for all of us, meeting many business men and women, picking up an award each after a gorgeous meal and a hard day's work. At the end of the evening it was announced that Bottle It were the Grampian finalists and would go on to the Scottish finals. To contend in both of these events the team had to do a presentation on their business and products as well as an interview. This was all under scrutiny by a team of judges including Grampian guest speaker Jo Malone and Scotland guest speaker Tom Farmer. After spending the day selling and competing, Bottle It were thrilled to win the Peoples Choice award for Best Product and came home on the train at 6.30am absolutely shattered. The experience as a whole has been a massive learning curve, an achievement and a brilliant journey, which we have all sadly come to the end of. Quoted from the Bottle It presentation, "the lessons we can take away, but the experience we wish we could Bottle It."

Tamsin Ross
Operation Director 
Bottle It
YPI

The Youth and Philanthropy Initiative national event was held in Perth this year and my group and a few others from Inverurie Academy were lucky enough to be able to attend it.  The event was held in the auditorium of the building where a number of different people were up on stage and talking to the audience.  Katherine Grainger (an Olympic gold medallist) spoke and Sandi Thom and Myke Black engaged us in song.  Inverurie Academy was one of the few schools that presented on stage at the event.  We were asked to speak about how we made our presentations creative without using power-points.  It was really amazing being up onstage but really scary at the same time.  We learned a lot more about YPI as an organisation and it was really interesting to see all of the different approaches to YPI from different schools.  The event was thoroughly enjoyed by all of us and I think my classmates would join me in thanking Miss Gollop and Mrs Callaghan for accompanying us there and making it all happen.

Francesca Walker S4

INVERURIE ACADEMY ‘CRISIS POINT’ DAY
Inverurie Academy took part in their first Crisis Point day. Crisis Point is a European Citizenship teaching resource from The UK office of the European Parliament 
On Thursday 13th June, 200 S2 Pupils had to work as citizens, MEP’s and European Commissioners to save Europe from a pandemic in this fictional scenario which concluded with 7 teams pitching a new law to the whole year group. The winners were the team who saved the most number of lives.
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All of S2 had attended an introductory lesson which helped them consider the interconnections between the UK and the rest of Europe. They looked at the decision making structures of the EU and developed presentation and group work skills. 

The important aspect of this project was about citizenship and the ability to work together. The inter-disciplinary links that were formed between school faculties were invaluable. Prior to the event, departments were able to contribute to the project highlighting topics which would make the pupils understanding of the Crisis Point day more comprehensive. 
--------------------------------------

The pupils enjoyed the day and engaged well in all of the activities. They were asked what aspect of Crisis Point they enjoyed the most, here is what they said….

“The end with the presentations and seeing how effective our plans were”

“Working in groups and getting a say in what was said and done”

“The end when you saw how many deaths the other groups had, and how many they saved”

“Speaking in front of the year in the presentations”

J McCue (Librarian)
TRAVELLING GALLERY

On Friday May 3rd, pupils arriving at the main entrance to the school were confronted by a large bus. As the only window you could actually see in or out was the driver’s, the mystery of what lurked inside was eventually revealed to those pupils in the Creative Arts faculty who were scheduled to make a visit.

Inside the bus, which felt very spacious, the ‘room’ was set out as it would be in any gallery.  The walls were hung with works of art in a variety of media and several of the shelves laid out with, amongst others, a Shrigley sculpture in bronze and a ‘turquoise heid’ in clay.  

The gallery staff explained the background and inspiration behind each of the works to every visiting group and invited pupils to express their own feelings and reactions to what they were seeing.  Among the favourites was a large piece of art by a Korean artist who had used computer software to re-create a child’s drawing of a wizard and another piece which again used computer technology to create an intriguing and strangely hypnotic animation.

By the end of the day just short of 200 pupils had visited the gallery and as the bell was ringing to end our school day the bus was packing up to make the trek up to Elgin where it would exhibit to pupils there on the following Monday.

ACORN ART

Have you been to the Acorn Centre lately? If you have you will see three new works of art hanging on the walls of the café.  

These works were commissioned by Rev Ian Groves and the small group of S5 pupils who took up the commission even spent some of last years summer holiday to make sure their work met the deadline.

The pieces aimed to evoke what the Acorn Centre is all about – a place where all are welcome, where the community supports and nurtures and which is intrinsically linked to a place of worship above the café area.

Thanks to all of the pupils involved and to Mrs Nicoll who provided artistic guidance.

Mrs J Campbell (Creative Arts Faculty)

S1 BOOK LAUNCH

Over a number of weeks, the S1 pupils worked with their English teachers to produce a wide variety of creative writing.  This included ghost stories, poetry, Santa letters, animalistic creations and even songs.  Pupils then worked in their set classes to edit and publish their books, and prepare to sell them.

On Wednesday 12th June pupils held a book launch evening for parents, friends and staff.  Each class gave a short presentation to introduce their book.  Presentations were extremely creative and included pantomime, movies and extracts from many of the published books.  

Pupils worked exceptionally hard on the project, and sold over 250 copies of their books.  At the request of the pupils, all profits raised from the Book Launch will be donated to the British Heart Foundation in memory of janitor Steve Brown.  

Miss K. Robinson
MODERN LANGUAGES DEPARTMENT CONTINENTAL MARKETS VISIT 
31 MAY

The new S4 languages pupils, accompanied by their teachers set off on the 9.04 train to Aberdeen to visit the markets. There were several stalls of different nationalities selling their specialities. The scene was colourful and sunny as this was one of the few sunny days this summer.

Pupils were set language tasks to solve while perusing the stalls. 

They had a chance to sample some of the foreign foods on offer and many took the opportunity to speak in their foreign language to stallholders and proudly returned with signatures to prove it!

The visit was enhanced by the good weather and pupils returned to school at lunchtime in good spirit, asking if such a visit could be repeated.

Lesley McIntosh

MEN SHOULD WEEP/DECEMBER 2013
This classic play by Ena Lamont-Stewart, set in the winter and Christmas of Glasgow during the depression, will form the basis of our next whole-school show.  As always we hope to explore new styles of performance and we will set the period and atmosphere as soon as our audience enter the foyer with information relating to the era and a Salvation Army band to evoke the festive spirit.  

Our audience will be seated ‘in-the-round’ with most of the action happening in the centre of the floor and on areas at either end of the assembly hall. Audience members may even want to come in costume of the period – there will be a prize for the best effort. Auditions for actors/dancers/musicians/technical people will take place on the second Tuesday of the new session (29th August) from 3 to 5pm.

Mrs Campbell (Creative Arts faculty)

RUSSIA TRIP

Two years ago, when I had just become a newbie to the fourth year scene, one of my most memorable moments of my RMPS class (and there have been a few!) occurred. Miss Gollop, barely containing her child-like enthusiasm, asked our class if anyone wanted to go to Russia. Almost immediately, my hand shot up as if an electric shock had passed throughout me. My stomach was cartwheeling with glee, and my heart leaped into my throat; overall, I could not contain myself either. 

On a personal level, I have always had a huge fascination with Russia, the country that Winston Churchill so famously and so appropriately described as “a riddle wrapped in a mystery inside an enigma”. Its long, dynamic history is saturated with intrigue, revenge, blood, sex, drugs and rock and roll (…well, in a roundabout ways), all to a huge degree thanks to the ambitious Romanov Royal Dynasty which hammered the nation into the one we know today, and which fell to the Bolshevik Revolution in 1917 just as spectacularly as their rise in 1613, and the tyrants that replaced them with the rise of Soviet Russia bore little difference from their predecessors. Such a soap opera is hard to come by, even by the standards of modern day East Enders, who seem to constantly take a crack at replicating this kind of epic storyline.

So when I hear the monotonous drone of “Who-would-want-to-go-to-Russia?” I have to hold back my tongue. Even if the history isn’t your thing, the experience of a completely different culture, one that is so diverse and constantly changing in a rapidly changing, more outward-looking country, is a once in a life time chance. From the start, the Russia Trip has proven to be a huge adventure. From the meetings, to the booking of flights, ballet tickets, the Moscow Circus and River Cruise, a new passport, some 7000 Rubles (!), and the packing of suitcases all made me ever more excited to finally experiencing the dream that will become my reality.

By the time you read this -- and please don’t mind my bragging -- myself, Miss Gollop, Mrs Callaghan and Mr Hepburn, along with 20-odd other pupils will be soaking up the sun in 30+ degrees in Russia (yes, I have checked the forecast already…), visiting all the landmarks that have shaped this remarkable and strangely unique country, from the ornate Catherine Palace and the St Peter and Paul Fortress in St Petersburg, to the mighty Moscow Kremlin and the imposing beauty that is St Basil’s Cathedral. 

So why would you go to Russia? Well, I think of billions of reasons!

Thomas Reid  6D1

YMF CONCERT

For the first time Inverurie Academy Orchestra was asked to perform at the YMF concert, which was held in Inverurie Academy.  The orchestra were pleased to be the only music group from Inverurie Academy asked to perform at this prestigious event. Mrs Tierney was asked to step in and conduct in place of Mr Fraser, the usual conductor of the Orchestra, who could not make the evening.  It was a good experience for the members of the group to play at a concert other than our own shows. It was a chance to play the pieces that we are playing at Inverurie Academy’s summer concert, which is in two weeks time, in front of an audience. It gave us the opportunity to see which parts needed extra work. 

The concert was a huge success with various other music groups from all over Aberdeenshire performing. There was a wide range of age groups taking part. We all came together to perform the finale, which we had only practised together for fifteen minutes before the start of the concert, but which sounded fantastic. 

A photographer from a local newspaper came to the event and photographed a number of the music groups. 

We all enjoyed performing at this concert and felt proud to represent Inverurie Academy. We would be all happily perform again in future years. 

By Kirsty Smith and Beth Strachan
ACORN CENTRE RECITAL NO.4 – SCHOOL NEWSLETTER
On Friday the 14th of June, Inverurie Academy pupils performed for customers at the Acorn Centre.  The performers were Daniel Akiode (S4) and Hannah Foubister (S6) who played the keyboard, Lewis Khan (S3) who played the trumpet, Ben Warrender (St Andrews) played a duet on the Baritone along with Mr Fraser and myself playing the piano.  It was such a nice experience to play for an audience who were very encouraging and appreciative of our performances.  When I walked into the venue to see everyone having their lunch I felt very nervous however I soon realised that they were excited to hear us play and their smiling faces put me at ease.  I really enjoyed performing and I am looking forward to our next opportunity to perform at the acorn centre. 

ACORN CENTRE RECITAL NO.5 – SCHOOL NEWSLETTER
On Tuesday 18th June, the school music department put on another fine show for the residents of Inverurie. We (myself, Ryan Garrett, Matthew Sorrie, Megan Stewart and Eryn Duffus) performed for the locals on piano and violin. Ryan and Matthew performed a Scottish tune, accompanied by our fiddle instructor, Nicola Tierney. Megan and Eryn both played Grade 3 pieces on the violin, and I played two Grade 6 pieces on the piano. We would like to thank the Acorn Centre for their continued support and providing great performance experience for all of us at Inverurie Academy.

Rhianne Ross and Alastair Fyfe (S4)

CELTACAD PERFORMS AT LIGHT UP INVERURIE FESTIVAL IN DAVIDSON PARK
On Sunday 16th June, the pupils of Celtacad, Mrs Moggach and our strings instructor Mrs Tierney were invited to perform at the Light Up Inverurie, Father’s Day Festival. The festival took place in Davidson Park where Celtacad performed outside on the back of a covered lorry trailer, which was a great new experience for us. We played a 45 minute programme of our classic Celtacad pieces including some of our ceilidh sets and the pieces we are to perform for the Summer Concert, Lights, Camera, Action! Luckily, the weather was brilliant and the crowds were very welcoming, which added to the excitement of the day.  

Annie Murdo (S6)
MINI TOUR TO INVERURIE PRIMARY SCHOOLS FRIDAY 21ST JUNE

On the 21st June the music pupils along with Mrs Moggach, Miss Traill, Mrs May, Mrs Tierney,  Mr Fraser and Mr Jones went on a tour to the local primary schools in Inverurie. The first stop was Strathburn then we moved onto Inverurie Market Place and finally gave 2 performances at Kellands – one for p1- 3, Port Elphinstone and St Andrews School and another for p4-7 pupils from Kellands... This year The Brass Ensemble, The Gospel Choir, The Chromatics, Celtacad and for the first time the Percussion Ensemble took part. 

It was great to see Market Place Choir perform for us and also a P6 Trumpet player from Port Elphinstone and 3 viola players from Kellands who have their Grade 1 exam very soon.

The tour went really well and everyone had a great time - I hope the primary children enjoyed it as much as we did. 

Mollie Ruck S6
OLD RAYNE PRIMARY SCHOOL CEILIDH

On the evening of Friday 21st June, Celtacad performed in Old Rayne Hall for the Primary Seven Leavers Ceilidh. With thirteen of us all together, including Mrs Moggach and Mrs Tierney, we set up our equipment on stage and got ready to play.  The ceilidh started at 7pm with a game called “Heads or Tails”, which the children (and adults!) loved. We opened our ceilidh set with the Gay Gordon’s, which encouraged the majority of the hall to dance. Next, we played a Virginia Reel set, followed by a St Bernard’s Waltz. While the children and adults had a rest from dancing, we got a short break (and chocolate- thank you Mrs Moggach!). The Old Rayne Primary Teachers presented the Primary Seven leavers with individual awards, before another short game commenced. The ceilidh dancing then resumed, with us playing a Canadian Barn Dance set, followed by a Strip the Willow and Dashing White Sergeant. Before the last dance of the evening, the Primary Seven pupils treated us to a rendition of “You’ve Got a Friend in Me” by Randy Newman, which was very well rehearsed and performed! To conclude the evening, we played the Strip the Willow set, which is always the most popular dance.

We have played at the Primary Seven Leavers ceilidh in Old Rayne for a number of years now, and each ceilidh has been fantastic, with both the pupils and parents participating. Overall, we had a great night. We’d like to give a big thank you to Old Rayne Primary School for inviting us to play, as well as former-Celtacad members Helen Smith and Alex Bayman, who played along with us on the night. Finally, a big thank you to Mrs Moggach and Mrs Tierney for all their hard work on the night and throughout the school year.

Louise O’Rourke (6B)

LIGHTS! CAMERA! ACTION
For the last few months the Music Department has been extremely busy preparing for this year’s Summer Concert which this year is entitled “Lights! Camera! Action”. All music groups have been practising their pieces which have been taken from either the stage or screen with music from “Hairspray”, “Pirates of the Caribbean”, “James Bond” and “Lord of the Rings” just to name a few. 

The music groups taking part in this year’s concert included Celtacad, orchestra, concert band, junior concert band, the percussion ensemble, brass ensemble, the singers, gospel choir, the Chromatics, pipes and drums along with a drama group. Between Monday 24th and Thursday 27th June all pupils and staff involved committed to rehearsals throughout the day. 

Along with the music groups, a group of S6 pupils had an idea about producing a short movie to be played at some point during the concert which contains funny memorable scenes from the group’s favourite films including Harry Potter, Pirates of the Caribbean, James Bond and Lord of the Rings.

Overall, both pupils and staff involved in the run up to the concert have worked extremely hard throughout the year and their effort will help to make this year’s concert a great success and hopefully that will be achieved on Thursday 27th June. I would also like to thank all the music instructors, music staff, pupils and the Creative Arts Committee for all their hard over the last year in particular Mrs Moggach for all her hard work and dedication.

Valerie Chapman
HEALTH & WELLBEING ACTIVITIES OVER THE HOLIDAYS

During the summer holidays there are plenty of opportunities for young people to participate in activities around Inverurie and across Aberdeenshire, you can find out about these opportunities by looking at the Aberdeenshire Council website.  There are two areas on the Aberdeenshire Council website you can look: at Active Schools and Holiday Programme.  

K Yates, Health & Wellbeing Faculty
GIRLS JOGGING GROUP AND SPONSORSHIP

                                                   (include photo please)

We are delighted to receive a kind donation from Strachan’s. Strachan’s are supporting our girls Jogging Club, which is delivered by Stacey Innes S6, who is one of our Sports Leaders. The club currently runs after school on Tuesday and has a strong contingent of younger girls. With the support of Miss Walker, the girls have been working on a walk/jog programme and some completed their first 5K at the Run Garioch event in March.  The next mile stone is to complete the Race for Life 5K in Aberdeen on Sunday 30 Jun 2013. The funds donated by Strachan's have gone towards purchasing kit for the girls so they can be identified as a running group and they look amazing in their new pink and black kit. If you are at the event and see our ‘pink ladies’ please give them a big cheer! 

Thank you Strachan’s. 

We are always looking for new girls to join our club, all S1-S6 are welcome, we meet at the PE Dept 3.40pm – 4.40pm on Tuesday’s, come and join us or see Miss Walker for more details

We would also like to say a big thank you to one of our parents for her very generous donation of equipment for our fitness suite, in particular the iPod docking station is very useful!   Thank you Ms Cran!
K Yates, Health & Wellbeing Faculty

GLASGOW 2014 COMMONWEALTH GAMES

THE COUNT DOWN HAS BEGUN AND WE ARE COMING!
A group of us attended a LEAD 2014 Commonwealth Games conference at Robert Gordon University.  It was a very enjoyable day involving various teamwork activities. 

The group was made up of 3 boys; Kieran Buxton S6, Michael Watson S4 and Michael Walls S4 and 4 girls; Alice Berry S5, Alanna Stirton S5 Hannah Lawson S5 and Ailis Downie S4. On arrival we were separated into different groups and joined teams with other pupils from secondary schools across Aberdeen City, shire, Moray and Angus.  The main aim of the day was to focus on leadership skills.  Several qualities were demonstrated to us that we would require when leading activities for younger children in our school and in the local primaries.  In particular we were shown how to plan, communicate, lead and manage a commonwealth games celebration event in the lead up to the Glasgow 2014 games.  

As a result of attending the conference we now have the ability, motivation and support to set up activities for other pupils in the near future!
Michael Watson 4B1, Kieran Buxton 6B, Michael Walls 4B1
RUN GARIOCH COMMUNITY EVENT
(insert photo please - Girls in 80's clothes standing)

We would like to pass on our congratulations to all our Dance Leaders in school, who rhythmically limbered and warmed up over 400 primary pupils at the recent Run Garioch 2013 event, well done girls! 

K Yates, Health and Wellbeing Faculty
